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JUNE
Friday
'I:{.‘ ‘I'hcrl:*s ohe ‘I'\‘\ihs 'I:‘\H: 1cd.r‘nl:& from my ?'l:nrs
of beihs a kid, it's that you have ZERO control

over ?mr own life.

Ever since school let out, T havent had nn?ﬁhihs
Tve needed +o DO or nn}mhcr: Tve needed +o
BE. As iohg as +the dir-mh&iﬁohihﬂ was WOrkihs
and the TV remote had batteries in it, T was all

set for a relm-cihs summer Vacation.

But then, out of the blue, THIS hn??ene&—

PACK YOUR BAGS.
WE'RE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!




This isnt the FIRST +ime Mom has sprung a +rip
on us without nh;x war‘nihs. Last )ze.a.r‘ on +he first
cln?l of Summer, she Sm‘& we were soins uPshﬂ
for a few &nys +o visit Aurﬂ' Loretta at *I'}xe

nursihs hrmc.

T4 wasnt emf:'l'l?( my idea of a fun way to kick
off the summer. One time when we visited Aunt
Loretta , her roommate Srnbbccl me nhd wouHh’+ let+
90 until a staffer sn‘ufc hcr a chocoh‘l’c c\‘\i? rutfin.

But Mom was Jus*l‘ Hu-F-Fihs about going to +he

hurs.’hs \\onr.. z":H' breakfast ‘H".t hext mrhihs, shr.
told us where we were REALLY going.



WE'RE GOING
TO DISNEY

Me and my brother Rodrick were }m??)f, because

we were both dren&ihs s?ehdihs the first week
of summer vacation ?1"‘?(ih3 shuffleboard at a

nursi hg homﬁ.

But when my little brother, Muhh?', heard about
the d‘mhst n ?Inhs, he +u+-:all}( LOST . Mom
had talked vp the Aunt Loretta trip so much
+hat Mnhh?! was dcﬂnliy EXCITED about going.




We ended up POSTPONING our 'h'i? +o Disne)(
so we could visit Aunt Loretta. Youd think Mom
wouldve learned her lesson about surprise trips

after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where +his road -h"-'? idea
came from, because the new issve of “Fmily Frolic”

magazine came in the mail -I‘acla?z.

Tf T had 4o guess, T4 sn?t 90% of i:\r:ry‘l'hihs

we :.Jm a5 d {amﬂ?e comes from i&cds Mom 5:+s from
+’nu.'l' mnsnz.Fhe. Ah& w}\eh 'I. Saw 'l'hc lates+ issve,
1.- khew i+ was gohha St‘l' Moms wheels +urhih3.

:_l



Family Frolic
m\lENTURE AWAITS:

The ﬂi??ad through "Fm.‘i?( Frolic" a few times,
and T have 4o admit, the ?ic-l'ur'es nlwnys make
ever?(-fh'hs look like a lot mc fun.

Yoo !

P@'H @




But there must be SDrne'I'}\ihs wrong with OUR

-Fnrvﬂ?l , because we can never measure up to the

ones +’ne>( shaw in -I'}\e mnsnzihe.

I gutss Mom’s not sivihg u? ; Jr}\oush. S}\e Sm'&
this road +n‘? 15 gonha be awesome and that
S?F.hdihs a lot of +ime +¢-3e+}\er in +he car will be
a "bahdihsu experience for +he whole &.m?lf.

£.54

T 4ried 4o talk her into 1e+-h'h3 us do Some‘H'\ihS
NORMAL, like going to a water ?ar‘k for +he
cln?l, but Mom didn+t want to hear i+.
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She said the whole point of this trip is to do
ﬂ\ihss weVve never done before and to have

“authentic” experiences.

T 'l'l'mugh'i' Mom would ve 1oa?cd Dad in about her
rod.d +r.'? i&en, but d.??areh-ﬂ?i ]: was wrong.
Because when he 3o+ home from work, he seemed

just as SurPrised as us kids.

Dn& 'h:.'H Mom i+ was a bnd +ime +to be nwn?( {rnrn
work and he didnt want to use his vacation da?(s
unless he nbiolu'l‘el)( HAD 4o. But Mom said there's
m-!-}\ins more impor-tant +han sPehdihs +ime with
yaur 'an'ﬂ?l.




Then Dad +old Mom he was r‘eull?( hn?ihg to get
his BOAT out on the water +his weekend, and if

we went on a road trip, he wouldn+ be able +o.

Mom nhc{‘ Pn& 3&1’ ulohs P'I!'E‘H’)’ well in sthtrnh
but the one +hih3 +hat's sunrdh'h:td to cause a
fight between them is Dad’s boat.

A few yenrs 490, Mom sent Dnd out to sci’ some
rv:i”::, but n|oh3 +}1e wd.?( *‘q! sPo‘H‘l:& a boat for sale
i Someohe s front Yurd. Ahd b:-Forc you khcw it,

't"he boat was in our drf‘fewqy.

Mom was mad that Dad didn® check with her
Firs*l', because hn"u’ihs a boat is a ton G)r wark.



But Dad said it was nlwn)'s his dream to own a
boat and that we could sPehd e\rer}' weekend out
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on the water as a -Family.
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So Dad got to KEEP the boat, and he seemed
renH?« hn???a. But -I'}\ihgs went downhill fast.

A few Jd.)es later, some P:n?lc from the

HomenwhersJ ASSDE;d'ﬁOh khotked on our door.



ﬂwe?l said there were rules in our he-‘g’nbcrhuud

against having a boat Pnrked in front of your
house and told Dad he had to move i+ to the back.

The boat sat in the back?dr& for the whole
summer because Dad was too JDuS?( and didn+ have
time to use it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers told him hed have to WINTERIZE
+’ne boat +o ?ro*l'cc-l' i+ from +}~.e an wen‘l‘}ﬁer.

Dad found out i+ would cost more to winterize the
boat -I'}mh it cost him +o BUY #, so he decided
he'& take }-.Es chnhces. Ahd sure ehaush, two
wttks later, when 1'}\1: +EMPem+urt clr‘oPPecl below
-Fr:ez.ihs, a bis crack nPPenrcd in the hull.
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When it started to snow, Dad rolled the boat
under the back deck, and it sat there all winter.
Tn the spring, Mom started using it to store all
sorts of Junk from the house.

ARMSNARERNE

Ay
*******

'ﬂwt next summer, Drxd Atcic{cd }u: was gonhha 1Cix
the boat.
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But when he went 4o pull it out from under the
deck, he discovered a qfnmily of raccoons |iv.'h3 n

our old washihs machine.

55555S¢ c'DCP‘EA M/\Z,,

Dad called an exterminator o Se'l’ rid of the
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gonna cost, he decided to take care of it himself.

Byﬂ then Mnnhy had heard about the bnb}z

raccoons lI'I.rihS in the wns\‘\ihs muchihc, and Mom
had +o s-he? in.
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‘ﬂ-\e boat's been si+-h'h5 there ever since. T havent
}\ear‘& nhy icur‘r};ih‘g souhds cohihs ;rum uhder‘ H‘re

deck for a while, so T'm guessing +he raccoons

mo"fﬁ& out.

%&n?', Mom told Dad he had the whole rest of
the summer o Sﬁ his boat out on the water, and
he ?re-l-ly much gave uvp after that.

Mom said we were gonhna leave firs+ +}1En3 in the
mornp'hs , SO we needed to start chkins for

‘1"m: ‘h‘i?. 51‘1: +o|ci ﬂcr?!ohe to brfhs ‘I'}xc “bare
essentials’ so we could fit E\rtry'l"hihﬁ in the minivan.

13



But b?! +he time we got all our stuff out in the
driuewuy, it was ?r‘e-Hy clear we had a space Pr‘oblEm.

Mom started 9oihg +}1r‘ou3h evar’)’ﬂ\ihs and
sorting it into two Files — +the +hih35 we needed
and the +Hh55 we didnt. Rodrick was Fra—l'-l?(
disappointed when some of his “essentials” didnt
mnke -l'}nc cut.
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Mom made me leave a bunch of small stuff behind,
which seemed ?reﬁ}f ridiculous mhsider‘ihs +hat
Mnhh?z's ?lns-h'c PDH)' was coming alonﬁ for the ride.

Whenever we take a trip that's |oh3!.‘.r‘ +han
fifteen minutes, Mom brings Muhh?z’s potty “just
in case. But T get r‘ed.||7 uncomfortable whenever
M.duhh)( uses it.

Mom wouldnt let me and Rodrick take any
electronics on +he +r‘iF, even 'I‘]'\WS}'\ '|‘]'\e.7 bnr‘e!y
take up 4h7f space.
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She’s u'lwuys s-:a?(ihﬁ kids these dnys dont know
how to socialize because -l‘l'\e?l"ure Cah5+d.h'|‘17f 3°+

+heir noses +wo inches from a screen.

But I’“ +ell ?(ou 'I'Hs-‘ N}\ch 'I. H‘\n\rt kids, I’m
gonhha let them ?Iu?: with whatever kind of sndse-f
-ﬂmy WANT. T4 you ask me, electronics are the
ke?' to fnmily hn??imss.

E.'I-'eh df‘l’tr Mom went ‘I'hroug}\ wer?! sfhﬂlt item in
the drﬁmwd}( and cut out all the ‘f’.‘iihss we didnt
need, there was STILL way too much to £it in

the van.
'J: susscs*l'c& we rent one of ‘I'}\oSi: Sinh‘} recreational

'I.r:}u'clcs, because we could fit all our stuff in it and

,ﬁd."u’l: room +to spare.
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The wn}; T see it, if 7'ou want the whole &nil}f +o

get niohg, everyone needs their own space. And

with one of those souped-up RVs, we could spend
WEEKS on the road without even bumPIhs into
one another.

But Mom said RVs are +oo expensive and H‘\:)(

3&1’ terrible 9as milense, so 'i"nd.‘l' PU'I' an thd to
that idea.

Rodn’ck Snid mn?tb: we couH 3:+ one of ‘H‘msc

+railers fou tow BEHIND +the car, which sounded

smart to me.
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But it was Fr‘e-H}f clear Rodrick was imnsihihs
the trailer as a sort of mihi-:th"'l‘meh'!‘ for
HIMSELF, seo +hat wasn+ gohha ﬂ}( , either.

Then Dad rang in with his OWN idea. He said we
coul& solve H‘\e w}xtﬂc space iSsue b}( J_US‘I’ ?U'H'ihs
the stuff that didn*t fit in the van into the
BOAT, which we could tow behind us.

T 4+hink Mom realized there wasnt rl:nl'lf another

oF'l'inh, so s’m: cn"u’t& n. But 3:+'|'Jn5 ‘I'\‘\l: boat into
the &rﬁrewu}( was easier said +than done.
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Not+ oh'y did we have to take all the Juhk out of
'ﬂwe buw!', but i+ turned out 'ﬂwer‘e was a TREE
growing -I-hraush the bottom. T+ took three hours
to 3e+ *I'he boat out from under +’ne &eck ’ nh&

le+ me Jus*l' sny Mom did not emc‘Hf go out of her
wn?! to ’nelP.

L

After we got the boat into the drivewn?f, Dad
Fd'l'che& up +he hole in the bottom and the crack
in the hull with some duct 'haFe.

T Jus+ hofae were not going ahywhere hear water
on +his 'i‘r'i? , 'I‘]'wuah.
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Because as far as T know, the boat didn+t come

with any life preservers.

Sn_‘l'u_r'&a?{

Even with the added space we So'l‘ from the boa‘l‘,
the minivan was sill ?r'e'l‘-l?f full. T snuck my ?iilow
on board at the last second, becavse T decided T
was entitled 4o at least ONE 1uxur?! item.

T -ﬁ'ﬂur‘ed Rodrick would want 4o sit in the back
of the van, because whenever we 90 uh?zwhere as a
‘qunml"?‘, he likes 4o stretch out and take a nap.

E.'I-'er)e once in d wl'\ﬂt we |l Farsrl' Ro&n'ck 15 even
bnck ‘H‘\tre.
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This Easter, we made it hnifwa?z +1'\r‘uu5¥\ church
before Mom realized Rodrick never made it out of

the van.

Back w}\eh we }mcl a station wagon, me nhd
Rodrick used 1o sit in the way back TOGETHER,
in a seat H'\d.'f {nced ‘H‘\t rear wih&ow. But we sn'l'
n 553 trouble when we Pla?n:& a ?rac+icd1 J'nkt on
Mom and Dad +hat ended vp getting us ?u'll.ed
over {)?‘ the police.

\‘Jhtﬁ we So*l' in ‘H".E Vdh +oc{a?', Rn&rick G{{EI’E&
me the backseat.

21



T acce?-l-e& before he could chahge his mind, bt T
shouldve known his offer was too saoJ to be +rve.

Before we ?ulied out of the dri'ureway, Mom said
we were +ak-‘h3 a r's?ecia! sues-f" along for the
ride. For a second T was worried we were Pickihs
someone ELSE vp, because with all our stuff in
the van +he?"d have 4o sit on the ROOF.

But Mom o?ehed Ker purse and ?uiled out a piece
of paper with a &rnwihs onh it.

22



The druwiha was Flat S-hh!e?(, a character from a
book T read in second Sr‘a&e.

.Fhﬂ' 5+nn|e>z 5 a fmy who seﬂ Squnshe& b}( a
bulletin board +hat falls off his bedroom wall in
‘H\E miclc“:: of ‘H‘\E high*l'.

And when *H‘\c?z PLIH the bulletin board off him,
’m:ls as *I'Hh as d ?Iect of paper.

23



T +l'\cu3}\+ it was Pr‘e-l-ly cool that Flat S+ahle7f
could fold himself up and get mailed +o his
grandma’s, or have his brother ﬂy him like a kite.

But Tl ell you +his: Tf Flat S-I‘nhle}( had
a brother like RODRICK, T guarantee he
wauldn*‘l' survive & w}malt &a?(.

24



T r‘eull?l liked the book, but it kind of freaked me

out, too. One -I‘th it did was give me a den-l'H?(
fear of bulletin boards.

ARE YOU SURE

YOU DONT WANT
THE BED? IT'S A
LOT MORE COMFY!

THAT'S OK,
YOU TAKE
IT!

" Wl L

Th second srmie, ever?mhe in my class had o
color in a cutout of Flat 5+ah|e7 and mail him 4o
a {riend or relative who lived far away.

Then that person was sa.;??ose& to take a picture
of Flat S+ahl¢7 in front of something interesting
and mail him back with the ?}m-fo.

25



M}’ friend Row'ley sent Flat S-h'n'ley +o a bunch
of his relatives and got lots of cool pictures
back. Rowh?‘ even sent him o his uncle who lives
in Asia, and he took a picture of Flat S-i‘nh'le?( in
front of the Great Wall of China.

-

@ %”‘

Well, +he first person Mom sent MY Flat 5+dh|t7
+o was her cousin S-hncey, who lives out in Seattle.
But she Probably wasnt the best choice.

S+acr.>( is one of those Pen?le who hoard all sorts
of stuff y like newspapers and mdsnz.ihl:s, so Mom
shouHJ\rc kmwh ‘I'\Hdd' ohce ]hcr cousin So+ htr
’Mhds on Flat+ S'i'uhlc?! he wash + r.omih3 l:'ntk.

26



'Té&nf, Mom said she was gonna +ake F’mﬂas

of our new Flat 5+nh1c?z in front of all +the cool
FldCtS we Visit and then make a scrn?bmk of our
'h'i?. Ahc{ a5 S00Nn ds we So‘l' on ‘I'\‘\t ,nis}\\vdy, sht
started sthPihs ?.'c-l'urr:s. But she was ?rnbubly
a little too eager, because her first few pictures

weren+ emc-H?l kee?ers.




When Mom wasnt taking pictures, Flat 5+dh|e7
wds +¢Fed +o the front m‘r-mh&i-hohihs vent.

Al T can say is, he was having a lot better ride
than I was. 'ﬂ\e windows in the back of the van
dont open, and the vents were blocked b;; all
our |u33n31:, s0 I wash+ SeHihS ANY cold air.

"u‘»fhd‘l' made me even MORE uncomfortable was ‘I'\‘\l:
fact that Mom was in control of the trip. Mom
d.lwq?(s tries to mnkt ‘l'HhSS about tducd‘l’ioh, d.hd
T knew she was gohha furn +his experience into

ohe Iohg lesson.

She's been &oihs +hat ever since T was li+tle. T
remember w}\en 'J: so'i' scratched *37 Grammas cat

and Mom tried to turn it into a "+each;n3 moment.

(&

-
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Sure ehoug]ﬁ , a half hour into the +r‘i? 'h::dn?' s
Mom started in with the educational stuff.

She had borrowed a bunch of CDs from the librar?l
that teach S?ahis}\, and said wed use the Iohs
stretches on the road to learn a new language as

a -Famil?(.

S

\

N \QW

LEARN TO
SPEAK
SPANiSH
FLUENTLY

LR\
VENR,

Moms nlwny's snyihs +hat |enrnfh3 a fnrtfsh

|dh34.m5c is the best ﬂ\ih& }lou can do for )Jaur
brain. T}m‘f m's}ﬁ be true, but I ‘I'hihk S}u: shouH
leave the actual TEACHING 4o the schools.
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Mom decided i+ would be a sood idea +o expose me
to a foreign language early oh, so when T was in
first Srude, she would put the SPahish-s?mkihs
channels on TV while we ate breakfas+.

Mom would re?en'l' whatever -H\e?( said on the
television, but when SHE said the words +}nc)(
came out a little bit different.

T ended vp learning all sorts of Phrdses +hat
weren+ rig]'rh For emmPle, +he way you‘re
SUPPOSED +o say “What's your name  in
S?am‘sh is “Como te llamas.” Well, T know +hat
NOW becavse T learned it in my middle school
S?nhfs\‘x class.

30



But when T was little, Mom +nu5\'m+ me that
“What's your name” in Spanish is “Te amo,” which
ACTUALLY means “T love you." T just wish
T Nad known +hat before T said it 40 a million
different people.

"E:r&n)’, Mom ?hyed the first two SPnhish A T

but S]‘\t Scﬂ' {ruﬁ'rn‘}c& +]hn+ ho one seemed to be
deihs attention. So s}\t swi‘l'c\‘\t& gears nh& Sm'&
we were gohha 1[71n?l 4 car game she r:ncl about in

’ner md&nzihe.
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The game was called Al?habe-} Groceries, and you
play it like +his: The first player has o hame an
item you can get at the grocery store that starts
with the letter “A." The next person Kas to come
up with an item ﬂm'l' starts wf+h B ," and so on.

Tfa ?la?ler CAN'T come vp with an item that
starts with their letter, -H\e,)"re out of the game.

Mom said T should go first, so T said "n?Ple,"
which T guess was kind of an obvious choice.
Rodrick was vp next, but he said he couldnt come
up with nh?' food that started with "B.”

I'm ‘PI"E‘H’)’ sure he was 1}!4'!"13 to Sr.'i' out of hd\rihs
+o ?h?( the game, but with Rodrick, yov never know.
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When Rodrick ac'l' knocked out, the turn went +o
Mdhh}{ , who came up with his word r‘ish-l‘ away.

Mom started l::|»:l.',?',?il"\‘:alJ but T Paihﬂ& out that
"anPh“ isn+t a real word. She said Mdhh)f is J'us+
|l:nrhih3 ‘H‘\t n|P\‘\d*bl:+ and ‘I'}wd' we all ntc& to

o Wy,
EHCDUI’GSE H'\II"'I.

T quit in protest, and from then on it was only
T"".uhh)( , Mom, ah&‘ Dad Pln)(ihs. T rea.“?( wished
m?l enr?luss werent buried in rq?z duffel bns under
a Pﬂe of suitcases » because ﬂ\e hext }\nur and a

*‘qdl'[: was PrrH}l ?nih\cuL
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All +hat +alk of food was nc-l-unﬂf getting me kind
of huhgry, and when T saw a sigh for a drive-
through place at the next exit, T asked Mom if
we could ?u" over. But Mom said we wouldnt be
stopping at any of THOSE kinds of restavrants,
because ‘},ﬁt)f ciohJi' serve ' real &-nd.“

She said fast-food ?inces lure kids in with chen?
P|ns+ir. +a>(s to +ric1'-‘. ﬂ‘\tm into tnh’hs sugar nhcl
fat, and we werent gonhna fall into that trap.
Mom said she had a MUCH better alternative and
handed me a lunch b"‘ﬂ with my name on it.

Fun
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AR N‘UTR s'
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Mom said she got the Mnmr-?' Meal idea from
"Fnr-ily Frolic,” which T guess should not have

come ds d Sur?rise.

Ihsidt 'H‘at bnS was a tuna ﬁs]\ suhdwic’n,
ah orange, and a little carton of milk, ?lus
sweﬂwihs wrn??ed in tinfoil.

Mom said T had +o eat my fruit before T
uhwrn??t& ‘H‘.: +infoil ’ because ‘1";1111' was my "Friz.l:.

But T wish T had Just a?ehed it r‘ial'\-l‘ away,
because T wouldnt have eaten the whole orange
o IJ known -ﬂ-\e ?riu was d ?nck of mn-ﬂx
flash cards.

Rodrick got flash cards in HIS lunch, too, and

we could both see where this was headed. So before
Mom could urn +he next hour of the trip into a
tutoring session, T Puile& out one of the games
Mom had ?ncked in a bis tote bas.
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The game T Srab{)eé was called “T Must Confess,”
and when Mom saw it she So+ so excited she for‘so-’r
all about the flash cards.

I. I"Edtl ‘H‘\t rules, whfc’h were ?rt'Hy sfmfﬂti One
person takes a card from the deck and reads i+

out loud o e"u'tr?(oht else.

... F'VE MET A
FAMOUS PERSON.

T one of the ?ia?zers has done the -H'\ihg that's
written on the card, -H'\e?f garn a Pm’h-}. And +he
first Pl.—.n?fer to get ten points wins.

T was a litte sk:?ﬁc-ﬂ at first, but T have +o
admit, the 9game was nc+ua|l7' kind of FUN. T
learned a lot of +Hh35 about Mom and Dad T

never knew before.
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T found out that Dad had a pet chameleon when
he was a kid and that Mom &?eed her hair blond

once, which r‘en"y Sur‘?rised me.

Believe i+ or not, even RODRICK was getting
into the game. He got a point for ben'hs +he ahb«
person wha’& ever slqﬁ out nver‘his}ﬁ for +Etke+s
to a concert, and ANOTHER point for getting
a 51.:5 stuck in his ear, which T remember like i+
was ?'es-ferday.




Dad and Rodrick were neck and neck with nine
points, and whoever scored next would win the
game. Mom seemed r‘eally }m??)f everyone was
getting a|ohs and }mvihs fun.

Then she ?u"e& a new card out of the deck and
read it.

I MUST CONFESS
I'VE TOILET-PAPERED
A NEIGHBORS

I'm PFE'H)( sure Mom 'l'}mousl.'\‘l' ho ohe was gohha
3E+ d ?oih'f on ‘H‘\ﬁ tnr&, because s}\e was d.lreacb(
rendﬁihg for the mext one. But Rodrick started
acting like he had Just won the |n+'|'tr‘?(.
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Mom H‘mush‘f Rodrick was |?1ih3 to Se'f a Poih'h
but he +old her i+ was TRUE. He said that a
few months 490, he and his bandmates +oilet-
Pn?ered Mrs. Tottle's house next door after she
called ‘I'}mc ?nh'cc to cothin ‘H‘\l:)f were mdkihs

‘oo

Rodrick 'l'l'\nush'i‘ the whole +hih3 was ?rt’r“'l?f
Fuhhy, but Mom didn+t seem amused.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT:
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR
BANDMATES TOILET-
PAPERED AN ELDERLY
WOMAN'S HOUSE?

3



T4 T was Rodrick, T wouldve changed my story
real ciuick and said T was Just Jokihg around o

win the game. But Rodrick didnt seize his chance
to bail out.

Mom had Dad ?u" over to the side of the road,

then handed Rodrick her ?hahe and made him call
Mrs. Tuttle 4o nFohznsiz.e , which was awkward for

ﬂcr?foh: i ‘|+.E car.

I™M SORRY FOR
TOILET-PAPERING
YOUR HOUSE...

After that, i+ was quiet in the van for a |oh3
time. Mom was about +o pop the next S?nhish CD
in the stereo, but luckily Mahhy had fallen asleep
57' then, so she couldnt.
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Tf 7‘0:: wake Mnhh?l up in the middle of one of
his naps, he'll g0 tomfala’rel?' ballistic, and there's
NO calming him down. So whenever Mnhn?e falls
nsieeP , Mom and Dad do t\;:r)rl'}xihs "ﬂ'\l‘:}( can o
KEEP him that way.

HEY, HAS
ANYONE
SEEN MY—/ 7,

T was bEﬂ oh haps when T was Mahh?zls age, too.
T used +o take an hour-long nap after lunch
E"H"F.F?F dn}(, nh& wheh I s+nr+ed ?resr.}\aah we }md
an official nap +ime w’ner‘e t:‘ufr.r)mhe Pu":& out a

mat u.hci Slt?‘l' oh ‘l'}nc floor.




Tf 7‘0:.: ask me, T think *]ne?‘ should give kids nap
+ime all the way ﬂ\r'ousl'\ college. But -l'he?l stop
doihs i+ after ?r‘as-:hc:-d , which T found out the
HARD wn?f.

On the first cln‘)( of kihdﬁrsnr-l'eh, after we had our
shacks ’ 1 asked 'ﬂ\e teacher where +he mats were ,

so we could lie down and rec}mrse our batteries.

T

But she said kihdersnr‘{‘ners dont HAVE hap time,
and T +hou3h+ she was Jus+ mnkins a ﬁmh)( Joke.
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A few minutes later the whole class was makihs
paper bua puppets. A??"‘“hﬂf’ T was the °hlf
one who didn+ St‘l‘ +he *\ﬁﬂ.&ﬁ'u? about the no-nap
+hih3 , because for the rest of the Ja?z ever’yom
else seemed fine, while T could bnrel?x function.

Im 31&& Mom remembered o br‘ihs a chi-ﬁer‘ on
the trip, because as iohg as Mahh?e's got one stuck
in his mouth ’ he can slee? -I‘hr‘ous}\ JuS‘I‘ about
ahy-ﬂxihs. Mdhh}‘ lost his favorite Fnti-ﬁer las+
nFs}ﬁ-, but Dad ran out o get a new one at a
store hear our house that sells 949 si-F-l's.
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T guess it looks a lit+e strange, but i+ works

Just as well as a regular ohe.

Md.hh?l had been slee?fhs ?edctfuu?( for about an
hour +oc{a?( when we s+n??ed at a +ollbooth. Dad
rolled down his window +o get a ticket, and the
9y in the booth had such a loud voice he sounded
like he was s?cnkiha ﬂxrouﬂ}\ a MEGAPHONE.

HOPE YALL ARE
HAVIN® AN -

AWESOIME DAY! Toos 10
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Mnhh){ started +o fuss, and his ?aciﬁer came

*\dl-rh-rdy‘ out of his mouth. But |ut’:’.i|>( Rodrick
reacted quickly; and Mnhhy fell back nsiee:?.

T +hink Mom was a little frustrated +hat Mdhh?(
was happing in the first P|n-:e* She had marked a
bunch of ?lacts on her map where she wanted us
to stop and get out for some sightseeing, but now
we had +o keeP clrivihs.

The ?rnHr:m T had with Mnhh}(as nap was that T
r:n”}( needed +o SE'I' out of ﬂ'\e car and s+rt'l'r.\‘\,

bt T COULDN'T,
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T 4ried to make myiel-lf comfortable, but with all
the stuff Filed around me, it was im?ossible.

Lucki'l}( , my {':-ncl:?nck was in arms reach behind my
seat, because i+ \\d& some {mnks and n‘l'\‘\tr ﬂ\ihss
'I:'& broushi' to entertan mysﬂ-F.

Mom's nlwa?(s +r7fin3 to get me to read stuff
that's "ehrid\ina ,“ but when i+ comes to books .
T know what T like. And ever since e'lemeh-l'ary
school , my favorite books have been the ones in
the Underpants Bandits series.

The Uh&er?nm‘s Bandits books are about these
two ki&s nnml:& Brycc nn& Brady who 90 bnck n
time and steal underwear from famous Pen?lc 50

+’ht>¢ cah ?ui‘ 'l'ht uhdtri‘mh'}s in & museum,
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T know that sounds kind of ridiculous, but +he
books are ac’run"?‘ Pre-r-r?( -Fuhh?(.

And just as Van Gogh returned to
his masterpiece, Bryce snatched
the painter's favorite pair of
boxers, which, thank goodness,
were clean.

ﬁ




The books are super ?n?uhr‘ with bo?!s at my
Schooh but +he teachers HATE +hem because of
all +he “rude humor.”

Whenever a book rr.?or'l' was duve in fifth Srnde,
all the bo?!s in my class did theirs on one of the
Uhder?qh-fs Bandits books. And that made my
teacher, Mrs. ']Erry, hate them even MORE.

Qur class hd& a ?rnjtc+ whl:r: we hd& to write a

le+ter 4o our {n"mri'l'e auﬂ‘\or, ahd a-r course all

+he bnys chose Mik Davies.
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But Mrs. Térry said we had o ?ick someohe
ELSE, so T smbbed a random book from the
|.‘bru.r)f and wrote my letter to an avthor T4

never even heard of before.

March 30th
Dear Nathaniel,
My teacher made us write to an author,
so I picked you. I have not read any of
your books (no offense).
Here are my questions for you:
1. What’s your favorite color?

2. What'’s your favorite animal?

3. What’s your favorite flavor of ice
cream?

4. What'’s your favorite super-hero
movie?

I would appreciate it if you could

answer me soon, because I am getting

graded on this.

Sincerely,

Druy Ny




But T ?robubl?» should ve checked the year +he
book was written before T wrote my let+ter.

May 20th

Dear Mr. Heffley,

We regret to inform you that the
author to whom you have written,
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more
than a century ago.

As such, he will not be able to
respond to your questions.

With regrets,

Fi i

Katrina Welker
Publisher

Most PARENTS dont like the Un&er?nhﬂ
Bandits books, either.
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Tn fact, the PTA had a meeting +hat )(ear
where 'ﬂwey decided Pd.l"Eh'l'Sj +ax dollars shouldnt
be use& ‘o ?ur‘chase "'hf of ﬂne Uncler?ahﬁ
Bandits books for the li{:rnry.

When we came back to school from spring break,
all of +he UhderPnh'i‘s Bandits books in +he |ibr‘ur}'
were GONE.

'I. ’noF: ‘I'hl:s: d&uHs are hn???l w]n:h a whol:
Sthtru'l'-'oh cnf bays grow up hot khowfha lnow +to ren&.
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When the school banned the Underpants Bandits
books, it Just made them more ?o?ulur +han
EVER. Some boys snuck in copies from home and
Pnssed them on to OTHER kids.

To O

One kid even broug]ﬁ n a boo+|e5 copy of an
Uhder?nh-l‘s Bandits book from Jﬂ?ﬂh. T couldnt
understand a word of it , but it was ?r‘ﬂ*!')' ens?(
to -ﬁsure out from 'I'he ?EC'I'ures w’nn*f was 3aih5 on.

EFUHE, FOEEED
nTWwai, Co&EST




T ad‘un")( wrote to the author on m?! OWN JuS'l‘
+o +ell him how much T liked his series.

August 18th
Dear Mr. Davies,

I'm just writing to tell you, don’t listen to
these people who say your books are
garbage, because they don’t know what
they’re talking about. I know a bunch
of kids (including me) who think your
books are great.

As far as the “rude humor” goes, | find
that stuff hilarious, so please don’'t
change a thing. In fact, | would
encourage you to put MORE bodily
functions and things of that nature in
your books.

Sincerely,

Doy il

T'd never written a fan letter like ‘|+1d|+, and l:‘ufcr?l
dﬂf whch T. So'l' hant Frarn Sc}\nal, T. ran to 'I'hl:
mailbox to see if Mik Davies had written me back.
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T -Fihally got a response almost a 7&41* later, and
T was really excited.

But when T read the letter, i+ was a HUGE
disn??cih-fmeh-h

L

/~. From THe Desk oF 7
~~P MiK DaviesS (>

Dear friend,

Unfortunately, I get so much fan mail
that I'm not able to answer your letter
personally.

But I did want to tell you to be on the
lookout for “Underpants Bandits 24:
Lincoln’s Longjohns,” coming soon to
stores near you!

e

\ s Lots of yuks,
sLanct s (Y)?R
PR
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T couldnt believe T Pour‘ed my heart out 4o this
3”7 and all T 301‘ back was an AD.

4055

[ &

TS

Even "rl'mus}\ +hat whole experience lef+ a bad
taste in rny mouth, T still like his books.

At least T get to read whatever T WANT +his
summer. Rodrick's school gave him a whole list for
require& rea&ir\s , and some of the books look like a
lot of work.

Charles Dickens

—-?'

Herman elville
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But Rodrick’s not much of a reader, so he rented
all the MOVIE versions of the books on his list.

Mom said its not smart o watch +he movie
without reu&ihﬂ the book, because ﬂn‘.}( usunil?(
dnnhse a lot of stuff. But Rodrick said as |oh3 as
he 3o+ +}~.e basic iden, }\e‘cl be fine.

T +hink his n??mnc]h IS gonha cause ?I“OHI‘.MS ,
+¥~.ou5}1. "ﬂ‘\t Lord of +’nr. thss“ 15 on }\is summer
r:ndins list , but whcn \'\t r:h‘l'cd ‘H\E movie, }ﬁt
wash + careful about thtckihﬁ ‘H‘\t +itle.

Lords o

DN =i SPIOT
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Rodrick watched the movie TWICE, and after
the second +ime he +old Mom that whoever wrote
ﬂwe baak must be a 5chius. But Ijm Suessihs
Rocln'ckjs ‘h:nc,ner i5 gonha be Prcﬂ)t cah\cuse&
whch s}uc rcd.cls Hs book rcPc-r‘l' in SeP‘i':mb:r.

B?( the time T was done rendiha -I'cdny, T r‘enily
needed o get out of +he car 4o Pr‘eve:h'l‘ my iass

from ?ermdheh'H?( cramFihs.

Mnhh?l was s+l dslﬂ:?, but he had somehow turned
himself all +he way u?side down in his seat.
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When Mom noticed, she +old Dad ma?(be we should
stop drivihg for +the 547', so he ?u"i:& off at the

hext exit.

T was rtnﬂf |ookih3 forward 4o eating a meal at a
decent restavrant, but Mom said were on a bu&sﬁ
and +uh53]'\+ we were gohha Pick up our dinner a+
a srocer?' store.

Dad found a su?ermrke-f a few miles from the
exit. But Mom was afraid that if the van stopped
moving, Mdhh?( would wake up and have a fit. So
Mom wrote out a sho\a?iha list for Rodrick and

gave him some money, t+hen Dad drove real slow in
front of the entrance so Rodrick could }m? out.
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Dad had o circle +he Purkihg lot about ten times,
which wasn+ easy since we were towing a boat.
E.vm-hm'lly , Rodrick came out with a couﬂe buss
of groceries. And from the looks of it, he ?icked

up some extra items for Kimself.

PEACHES l SOl

When Dad Fulle& the van around, Rodrick }\OPFE‘.{!
in. Then we started '|aakih3 for a ?lnce +o S‘I‘ﬂ?l

for the hish-l', but the selection in the area
wash + +]hn+ 5rtn+.

E_I.nj




A few of the motels had bis sighs that said
'Hwe;f had “Color TV o which if ?'::-u ask me is not
-:l.h)(*l'}\ihs to br‘ns about in 1'}\:'5 Jn?( nncl age.

Dn& {ihu“?' ?uncd over at 4 ?lnce wH"n air-
mh&i‘l’fohihs nh& d Pcnl, ch‘h Snuh&t& pre

Sood to me, tS?tﬂid"?( mhsi&tr}hs that T4 lost
about five Pouhds in sweat sitting in the backseat.

T havent s-i‘nyed in a whole lot of motels, but if
T Nad +o guess, T4 Sﬂf we ?icke& ohe on the

lower end of +he s?ec-frum.

The 'lc:bb}‘ smelled like mildew, and +he carpet was

covered n weircl stains.
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But ever‘?!oha was too tired +o Se'l' back in the car
and look for another ?Iace ‘o S'I‘d?‘.

We got +he I:‘.e‘)( 4o our room, and when we walked
in it reeked of smoke. There were lit+tle holes in
the comforter and Pilim-.rs that T'm Pr‘eﬂ‘?f sure

were ¢ 9 arette burns.

Dad Picked a towel off the floor, then dr‘o??ed it
because i+ was WET.

Mom went back to the front desk and asked for
a different room, but +he clerk said +the motel was
full and that wed gotten the last one.
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Mom +old her in that case we were gohna leave and
take our business to another motel. But the clerk
told her there was a 'iwen'l'r--lfour-]'mur cancellation

?o|ic>e , so we couldnt get our mohe.?l back.

When Mom returned to the room, she said we were
gonha Kave +o +r?1 and make -I'he best of a bad
situvation. 'T'neh s}we nhcl Dncl 5+ri?Pecl “I'}u'. becl
vah +o +’ne bare mattress.




Believe it or not, Mnhhy sle?'f 'I'}'.r‘uush ALL of
this. Mom said that if he woke up how, he'd be
awake all his}ﬁr , so she was Jus+ gonhha let him
51ee? +hr‘ou3h +ill morning.

Mom put Md.hh?( down in the middle of the sofa
bed and ?uﬂed a blanket over him.

The rest of us were reall)z }wnﬁr‘)’ , SO we EM?'I‘EEJ
out the groceries Rodrick bouah-l'. But i+ 4urned
ovt he didnt l:-u?’ ANYTHING on Moms list.
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Rodrick was su?Posed to get sandwich suPFlies,
orange Juice , and stuff like that, but he Jurl‘ 30'1‘
a bunch of +hih35 HE likes.

||:||11illl Nl'l.'l":"

B\

Mom was ?FE‘H‘?/ vpset that Rodrick didn+ get

d Sihﬁle 'l']'\ihs on ‘|+1E lis+ sht gave Hm, but lm's
excuse was that he couldnt read her hnh&wriﬁh\q.
Mom told him it wasn Very smart to get cinnamon
rolls and a frozen ?iz:.a, since those -H'\Jhss needed
anh oven and we didnt HAVE one.
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But Rodrick said we could MICROWAVE +he
Pizza. 'ﬂ\eh Le P"+ i+ inside the microwave oven o

prove it.

A+t least, Rodrick THOUGHT i+ was a microwave.
T+ was nrl‘unlly a SAFE. B?( the time he -ﬁsured
that out, the pizza was locked inside.

GRUN T

- =
.nr

Mom 51:.".-'!: me w]nn‘l' was lef+ of hcr cns}\ an& Sm‘&
to g0 &awh +to "|+.£ Hh&ihs mnr.Hhr. to 3!:+ 'I'hr.
most nutritious stuff T could find.
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And that's how we ended up eating sugar wafers
and breath mints for dinner on the first night of
our road 'I‘f‘i?.

—

&J_hday_
Las+ his}rl‘ we couldnt watch TV or do nh)t-l'}\ihs

in the room because Mnhh?l was nsh:eP on +he

Pu“mﬂ' sofa.

Mom wouldn+ even let us keeF +he “5’:1‘1' onh, so
we all sat in the dark for a while until me and
Rodrick decided +o 90 down to the Forﬂ to kill

some time.

Well , ‘I'hc sish outside +]hr. motel said +’n=rc was a
Pool, but +here was no actuval WATER in it.
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And i+ didnt look like there HAD been for at
least five ?enrs.

NO

DIVING
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There was a hot tub near the ?Wl that DID have
water in it, but some far-..‘ly was nlr‘endy using it.
So me and Rodrick waited our turn.
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Uhfor-%uhn-fe!y, +he far-..'l?( couldn®t take a hint
that we wanted to use the hot 4ub, so eveh-l'uall?z
me and Rodrick just went back +o +he room.

The 1;3h+s were still out, and Mom and Dad were
nsiee? on the mattress. T guess 'ﬂ\e?( mustve been

?TE‘H’?I exhauvsted, because 'ﬂ\&}a were sl wearing
all +heir clothes.

With Mom and Dad on the bed and T”\nnny on the

so{d, it &i&h“l' leave a lot of Saa& S|Et? a?‘h'ohs for
me and Rodrick.

We c’heckcd ‘H‘\t close+ {or a cot or an air mattress,
but 'l'l\.tre was ho‘l’hihs.
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Rodrick was one 5+e? ahead of me, H‘\cus}\. He
sd-l'here& up +he sofa cushions and made a bed for
himself on the floor. Five seconds later, he was
out cold.

— —_ zzzzee_

(."'
L

T -ﬁsurcd the closet was as Sood a Pla.cc as any
{or me to s|tf.P, 50 'I. 30‘1' some towels out air ‘H".E
bni"nroom ahcl |d.i& ‘H‘\em on ﬂ'\t ﬂoor.

After 1>(Ih3 there for a minute, T noticed a
TERRIBLE smell and thought a mouse mustve
died in the vent or sumﬁhihs.
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T +ried covering my nose with a washcloth, but
that seemed +o make the smell even WORSE.

T+ was hard ehough +r?xih3 to fall asleep under
those conditions, but then someone in the room
started SNORING. Luclf.ﬂ)(; T was PrePnre& for
that. Mom and Dad BOTH snore, which is the
reason L ﬂ'mush-f ahead and brou\glﬁ ear?luss oh
the trip.

But i+ was so dark in the room T could oh|?t find
ONE in my duffel baﬂ, so T had +o -I'r?r sleeping
with the eathS in my lef+ ear and my other ear
Fressad +o the floor.

T 4id nr.-t‘un")( fall usluP for a few minutes, but
woke vp +o some kind of ruckus saihg onh outside.
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When T looked out +he Peeﬁmle, T saw snme-ﬂ\ihs
flash b?(, but T couldnt +ell what i+ was. So T
cracked open the door to see what was going on.

T+ turns out those kids from +he hot +ub had
gotten their hands on a denhihg cart and were

ramming it into a wall.
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T couldnt BELIEVE +hese kids’ parents were
let+ing them run wild in +he middle of the night,
50 I s+ePFed out of -I'he room nhd went over +to

Sive *I'}\err. a ?ien:r: of my mind.

The littlest kid burst into tears and ran into his
room, and L didn+t feel bad for even one second.
But a minute later his door a?emd asnih , and h’s
FATHER came out.




T wasnt about 1o get 7e'lled at b?! a growh man
in his underwear, so T ran back o our room and
locked +he door. Then T ?rnye.d with all my miah-l-
that the chain lock was strong ehuush +o kee?
him out.

1]

i'|
|

e

I guess +he kids dad didn+ see which door ]:

went into, because he khockecl on -I'}-.e wrohg ohe.
Then he Pouh&ed on the door ris}ﬁ next to ours
before si\rihs vp and sains bnr.k +to his roor.
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Once the coast was clear, T huhg a litte sigh oh our
doorknob in case the 3"7 decided +o come BACK.

o ot
Deotunt

T+ was REALLY hard Fn”ihg d.s|u? after that,
because e‘u'tr?’ time I \Hturd Someone ouﬂi&t ‘H‘\E

door, T held rny breath until ﬂ'ﬁt}( Pnssed 5)’
Before I L:n:w it ‘1'*1: sun was up and so was

Mnhh}u Mom turned on the television, and
whenever Mahh?‘ watches TV, he TALKS 4o it.
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T was a litte nnmyr.& with Mnhh?t Habberins
d.wny ; but 'I guess 'I: cant com?im'h. I use& to do

‘H‘.: same exact ‘I'}\ihs w}neh I was Yauhs:r.

One time when T was wa+c}nih5 r--7 favorite s]nm-r,
the host asked a que?h'oh.

WHAT SHOULD
I DRAW ON
THIS BOX?

I DON'T
KNOW...POLKA
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T was Jus+ Soofihs around when T nhswer‘ed, but
+he suy on TV u.c'l'unli?' RESPONDED.

OK, POLKA
DOTS IT 15!

'_'['. w-’s]\ it never hu??ehed, 'H'mug}\. Because For d
long time after that, T thought the people inside
the TV could hear eh‘er‘yi"nihs T said.

AND HOW I COUIF_:\[‘) BE
ARE YOU ETTER. MY
TODAY? BROTHER

RODRICK—
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Tn fact, on rny sixth bifﬁ\ddy, Mom had to sit
me down and have a +alk about the difference
between "imaa.'mr)‘“ friends and “real” friends.

HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO
SEE WHAT ™MY PARENTS
GOT ME? IT'S A BIKE,

ISN'T IT? BLINK ONCE IF

THE ANSWER IS YES!

Once Mnh'n?( got going in a conversation with his
favorite TV chnrnt‘hrs ‘ﬂ'\is mornr'hs : 'I: knew
there was no point in 'I'r?lihs to fall back dsiecP.
So T Just got vp for the An)(.

Ahcl w’neh 'J: did " 'I. -Fouhcl out +’n= source of
that awful smell. Rodrick had put his shoes in
'H*.!: closet, dh& I !nnci S?chd' ‘I'hl: whol: rﬁsh‘l'
brcu'l'}\ih\cj in HS -Fumes.



But even WORSE was that the “washcloth” T
had uvsed o block the smell was ac'l'un"?l ohe of
Rodrick's SOCKS.

up

S?enking of Rodrick, Mahh?e's conversation with
the TV didn+ bother him one little bit, because
he Juer sie?i' rfs\‘ﬁ +}1rau3\\ all +he noise.

L LW
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Dad was getting a little restless waiting for
e‘urer‘yohe to 3&.'1‘ 3oih3 +his rnorhihs. Ht.’S one of
those uys who gets up every daf at the crack of
dawn so he can arrive at his office enr!y , and this
whole late-star+t -I'}xihs wasn + warkiha for him.

E.vah'l‘unﬂy , Mom made Rodrick get vp and take
a shower. We went 1o a &Jher n‘s}ﬁ hext +o ﬂﬂ:
motel for brenk&-ﬁ, ﬂxeh sr:d‘ back in +}\e Van.

Mom said that from now on we were all gonha be
on the same slaeP schedule so we wouldn+ waste
any more ime on our rip. But before she was even

done -I'alkihs , Mdhh}l Pnssln‘.cl out in his car seat.

Mom s EFS P|d.h for ‘H‘\: &n?' was for us to 9o o a
muh'rr?! fair she read about in "deﬂy Frolic.”
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T4 never been +o uhffh‘hs like +hat before, but
it looked like i+ was worth checkiha out.

| Rerm x|

TH A

The fair was a few hours awa?(, so that meant me
being cramped in the backseat again, which was
starting to get old. ﬂnhk-ﬁuﬂy , after an hour,
Mom offered o switch places with me.

\‘Jheh I Sa‘l' up to ‘H‘ﬁe Frohi' seat, I coul&h*‘l'
believe how much ROOM +there was.
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And i+ wasnt Jus+ all +he space +hat was awesome.

]: even ]hnd ihdivi&uni +r:m?er-:.+ure srl'-l'ihss ah& m?!

owh cup }wl&er.

T went to change the radio station, but Dad
stopped me. He said only the DRIVER gets 4o
pick the music. T didnt think that was fair, but
'J: wash + gonha camphih and risk seﬁihs sent to
ﬂ\: {mcks:nt

§ MY TRUCK IS BUSTED BUT 4
JiMY DOG HE LOVES MEJ
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Dad’s music was ?r‘e++>/ awful, but +he view +o+u|17f
mdde U? For it.

"mjhth ?loque in ﬂ‘\t bnck, yau Joh"l' hn\re nh?’ sense
of what's ahead. Si'l"l'ihﬂ up front, T had a whole
hew ?trsPtcﬁ‘urz and could almost see w}xy Mom was
so gung ho about +nkih3 this road trip.

W}xeh we took +’ne exit for ﬂwe cauhi‘r‘f fair , we
came to a S+ﬂ?ir'3}\'f. We were bthfn& a minivan ‘1";1111'

was +the same exact model as ours, ahl); PurPle.

The kids in the van looked kind of familiar. T+

took me a second o realize -Hw.?( were the same

ones from las+t hiﬂ}ﬂ'.

S
L-Jiém
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T hadnt told Mom and Dad about the incident
with the kids and the clauh.‘hs cart, becavse T
was worried T wouldnt come out |ookih3 too great.
And -H\e?' Je-ﬁhi-{‘el?( didnt need to know about my
run-in with Mr. Beardo.

The kids in the ?ur?h Van r‘e-:oghiu& me rr'sh‘l‘

nwd?e ) nhcl s-l'ar‘+acl mnkihs obnoxious faces.

'J: wash + gohha Jusi' sit ﬂw.r‘e and take it from
those li++le ?uhks, so I made a face at THEM.
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The skihh?r one made the same face back o+ ME,
and the second he did, the lis}ﬂ' turned green
and -I‘}xe?f accelerated. When +their van lurched
forward, +he litte kid {dce-?ianﬂ& into the

back window.

Dad ?ussed them on the left, and Mr. Beardo
got a real soo& look at me.
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LA..«:L'.i'l)tJ +he Purkihg lot for +he fair was c‘nlyf a
few hundred feet up the road. Once we stopped,
T wanted to S'I‘n?( inside until T was sure we
weren+ beihg tailed JD}! +he Pur‘?'le vah.

But it looked like we were in the clear. Mnhh)/
was sHill nsleeF in his car seat, so Mom said shed
s+ny back with him and +he rest of us could 90

on nhend .

The fair was a LOT different than T ‘I'}mus}ﬁ

iT was gohna be. I Ex?ec'h:& it to ’nu.\.rt [ Ferris
wheel and a Mrr>(~so~rouh& and stuff like that,
but instead there were a bunch of tents with farm
animals and booths with homemade food.
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We were Seﬁihs kind of huhgr?( ahywa?(, so we

went lcckihs for some'l‘l'\ihg to eat.

'ﬂ'\t}l had corn doss and fried &nusln and all the
stuff }"’”H expect at a big fair. But then -H'\e}(
had cr-:u.)' -H\ihss like &ee?-Fr.’ed butter on a stick.

T was df.'h.rdu?l sincl Mom was still in +he van,

because ']: was ?rtH‘)( sure +hn‘|’ kind of ‘I'Hhs
didn+ qun!h‘-}i as real food" in her book.
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After about an hour of walkihs the fnirgrouhds,
Dad went back to the car to see if Mnhhy was
awake ye-l‘, and he told me and Rodrick 4o 90

ex?hn: oh our own.

'ﬂwe two of us wandered around for a while until

we came dcross a tent where there was som-fhihs

biﬂ Soihs oh.

T+ was a Foulest Footwear contest, and Hwef
were oFFﬁr‘ihs a Pr‘izt for whoever had +he
nastiest shoe.
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There was a bis line of ?eo?le read?! to submit

their entries.

FOULEST FOOTWEAR
CONTEST @I

T +old Rodrick HE should enter, because if
ANYONE deserved to win this thing, it was him.

While we were waiting in line, me and Rodrick got
ih an argument over who would get to keeP the
prize. T said we should split i+ 50 - 50 because i+
was my idea, but he said he should get +he whole
‘l'hihs becauvse i+ was HIS shoe and he was the one
who made it stink.
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Ri&]'\'l' bc{ort we 30‘!' to ‘H“.E Judsihs ‘rdHt, we
reached a compromise where T4 get 10% of +he
Prin as Rodrick’s ﬁg&h'i’.

Some of the other shoes looked a lot worse than
Rodrick’s, and T was 1asin5 confidence that he'd
win. But when the Ju&ses 3°+ to the smell +es+ )

it was all over.

o

JUDGES

Rodrick won first prize, which turned out 4o be
a coupon for one deep-fried butter on a stick.
T +old Rodrick he could have it all +o himself,
because ﬂ-\e +hou5h'l' of en-fihs d.h?l more butter

made me feel a lit+tle nauseous.
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Rodrick asked the judges for his shoe back, but
'ﬂ\ﬁy said -H\ey were gonha send it on to the
hational competition. So that lef+ Rodrick walking
around with ohl?( one shoe. T decided +o ex?h:-re
+he henrby stalls while Rodrick was ?oifshihs off
his stick of fried butter.

IRl

But T had a SERIOUSLY close call when T
+urhe& a4 corner nh& almost ran smack into H‘m

entire Beardo F-:mi'ly. Lu{;kil?n T was able to duck

for cover Jus-r in time.




Now that T knew the Beardos were on the
Fnir‘sr‘ouhds , T was eager to sa'l‘ out of there.

T went 4o look for Rodrick, but he mustve gone
bnc’: +to H‘\e Van. I. dtcfded +to hend ‘H'\ert m?lsdf,
but on h?( wd.?l ovt T S?D‘H‘t& +he ﬁm"s of Moms

head in a crowd under one of the livestock tents.

PmPle were Pnckecl shoulder to shoulder, and T
‘h‘it& PUSHHS, mf wn?! +}1rau3\\ +o 5=+ +o w’n:re

Mom was.

But when T 304' hnlfwa?( in, a big cheer went up-

I-IOORAY"'




When T {iha”y made i+ vp o the front, T was
s:.ar‘?r‘isa& +o see Mdhhy s+ahdih5 in the middle of
the crowd, holdihs a piece of paper.

A??nrzh'HyJ +here was a contest to see who could
come 'H'\E closest +o Suessihg +]he wefg}‘.‘l’ oi’r d !‘\os,

and Mahh?' 3u+ it em::‘rlr rig’n-h

'ﬂ\e ?n‘zt for Suessihs ﬂﬂ: }1:}3‘5 weislhi' was da real
live bnb?z P9




Mom Ex?lnihed +o the Judse +hat -H\e?f’d Jus+
entered the contest for fun and didn+t actually
WANT +he pig.

But +he ?eof:la in the crowd seemed kind of

insulted and wouldnt take no for an answer.

With all the commotion this was causing, T was
nervous the Beardo -f-nmil?( was gonhha come oVer
+o the livestock tent to see what was going on.
Luckﬂy , b}( then Mom seemed re-:.d?l to get out of
‘H‘q:rc \Hersclf " dhd we md&c our wn?! +o ‘1";‘.: exit.

Dad was sitting in +he van with the nir-con&iﬁonihs

cranked up, and when he saw Mom cnrryihs a
Pi&, ’;\E was a litte ‘mkch b}( surFrESe.
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Mom filled Dad in on how Muhh?l won the pig in
the contest, but he didnt seem +oo thrilled with
the news.

Dad said we had no business owmhs d ?4'3 and
that we needed to take it back to the fair
immdid.-l‘el?z.

But Mom snid it was +oo late, because ‘H‘\E ?is
had n|rend?( "ih?rihﬂd" on Mnhh}(.
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Dad still wasnt on board, -onush. He said a ?'-5 is
a "barn animal” and could be carrying all sorts of

parasites and whatnot. But Mom said a LOT of
Pm?it k:eP ?555 as ?ei’s > nh& sh:J& ’nmr& ‘1";\:?(*&

‘jus*r as smart as &oss.

Then Rodrick got in on the conversation. He
voted for KEEPING +he ?u's becauvse he said we
couhl 3?.1' -Fr‘ee bacon {ram it l:"ul'EI"y morh?ha, 'I'\Ht
waf 7'ou get eggs from a chicken.

So either he doesnt understand how pigs work, or
he Just wash+ -H\ihkihg i+ all +he way +]'\ruu3h.

T was all in favor of ktc?ihs +he P9 if it meant
we could hurr}( up and st'f Soihs.
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T noticed a purple van Purl:ed a few spaces away
from ours, and T was nervous the Beardos would

show up any second.

Dad fihnil?z caved in. He said if we were gonna
kee? the P9 it would have o ride in the boat.
But Mom said putting +he pig in the boat was
“inhumane” and that we needed to find a Plnr.e for
i+ in the van.

The ﬂ\ihs is, there wasn+ nh‘)(where +o PUT
+he Pig " +he van. We couldn+ Just le+ i+ roam
free, and we couldnt Emcﬂy strap it in with a
seat belt, either. So Mom equ‘h't& out the cooler
and put the pig in THERE.

Once that was settled, we ﬂha"?z ?uﬂf.d out of
the Fdrkihg lot.
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After we ?”+ a few miles between us and the fair,
T could ﬁhd"y breathe again.

But ‘H‘\e ?4'3 s+nr+t& tnusihs +rouble r-'s’h't‘ nwn}(.
B?/ ‘H".E time we sn'l' {mck on 'I'}xt his‘hway, it ’nud
+i??td over the cooler and was rooting around in
one of the Momrn}t Meal {)-:ass.

T Kad 4o wrnhsl.e +he Pi9 back into the cooler,
and THIS +ime T s*i'rd.??cci the seat belt across
it so i+ wouldnt tip over.

Mom -Ffsur‘ed +he pig was }‘”“3‘7 , so she said we
nee&e& +to s+o? and 5e+ i+ some food. HEI" idea
was for us to 90 +o a restavrant and 'ﬂ'\th si\rc
the pig our leftovers. That sounded like a Saad
deql o me, since it meant WEH qc‘l’uu“?l Sf.'l' +to

’nd.\rt a si‘|'~dowh &ihher.
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We found a ?lnce to eat a few miles away, and
Mom 5-’m?eed back in the van with +he P19 while
the rest of us went inside. But when the waitress
saw that Rodrick was uhiy wearing one shoe, she
said she couldnt serve him.

&
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Dad said me and Rodrick could take turns usihs
MY shoe. But T wish T hadnt let Rodrick 90

ﬂrs*l', because he's ‘H‘\E worlcrs slowes+ eater.
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When we got back in the van, we gave +he pig our
lef+over corn and ve5e+nbles, which i+ ate s+ra.'3]-\-l-
out of the s-r)rrmfam container.

Mom started |ookih3 up places to s-ha?e for the
nFs}ﬁ on the GPS. She asked Rodrick o call a
ho‘l‘:l to see if H‘\e)( hncl d.h}( rooms nvdilnH:.T’ney
ciu'ci, but Ra&rick blew i+ b}( se'H‘ihs ‘oo s?l:ci-ﬂc.

Mom found another ?lnce a few miles nwn?l , and

this +ime she did the talking.

The hotel was \jusi' after the tolls. A few hundred
feet from the exit, traffic came to a crawl.
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That was a ?rch for me because T had 4wo
bis glusses of lemonade at the restauvrant and
REALLY needed to use the bathroom.

T s?oﬁed a gas station up ahead and asked

Mom and Dad if T could ’.'\o? out and use the
bathroom, then catch up with the car after T

was &Ohﬁ.

Dad didn't like +he idea because he was worried
that by the time T got back, they might already
be H'\rnu_gh the tollbooth. By how it was Pre-H'y
obvious the P9 needed +o 90, oo, because i+ was

runhing in li++le circles inside the cooler.

Mom sni& I coui& use ‘I'}xc bu‘l’}xmom at ‘I'}xc gas
station as |oh3 as 1 brcugh-f +he P9 WITH me.
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So I +ucked T uhder‘ r-.y darm ah& ran dcross 'H'\ree
lanes of traffic to the gas station.

T 4ried the handle to the men's room, but i+ was
locked. T waited for the person using it to come
OUT, but whoever was in there wasn+ in nh?r
rus}n to wrap +}~.th5 up-
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T was getting kind of JesPemﬂ, so 1 4ried
the handle to the women's room, but THAT was
locked, +oo.

T ran back 4o the car, which had oh|?¢ moved
Forwnrd about 'Fi"u’l: 1fte':+ in 'H‘\E time I was gohe.

When T +old Mom that both bathrooms were
occ:.-?ieci " s}\e said 9as station b-:.*l'}\rnoms are
ALWAYS locked and that T had +o ask

the

ATTENDANT for +the key.

So T ran BACK +o the gas station and told
‘ﬂw: 3""7 at ‘1"ne &esk I hetcl:& +o use ~I+.e

restroom n a hurry.
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T'm not sure what T was ex?edihs from a
gas station bathroom, but it was nc-l'unll?z a lot
WORSE than T couldve even ansihe&.

Let me just say it was pretty awkward using the
toilet with a farm animal staring risH at me.
But the ?;3 was even MORE embarrassed +han
']: was, because w}\ch it was H‘\e ?fsis turn to 90,
m+]h|'h3 hn?Peht&.

g
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After T gave the l:c?l back 4o the attendant,
T S'Pcrﬁed our van just as it was about o g0
ﬂ\roush the tollbooth. So T s?rih-l‘e.d all the way
across traffic +o get to it in time.

But before T o?ehed the door, T wish T had
noticed that the van didn+ have a BOAT
uﬁnched +o i+.

OUR van was nc+unlly still a few cars back, and
by the +ime T got inside, the P9 looked like he

was about to burst.
T guess Mom was righ-l' about ?iss beihs smart,

because when T le‘ Kim on Mnh'n?(’s ?c:-'H}l seat,
he knew EXACTLY what +o do.
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When we ?uHe& vp to the hotel las+ hislni', T was
r:ifﬂecl ‘ﬂ\dd' it |m1=:::1 a lot nicer H‘\nh '1'}\& ?hc:
we s+nfe& +he n.‘SH BEFORE.

Mom nnc{ pn& weren + ‘I'qkfns nn}( chdhccs on
SEHIhS +urhtd awny at ﬂ‘xe desk because of ‘I'}xe
Pis, S0 we kr:?'l' it in ‘H".E cooler until we so‘l‘ into

our room.
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T think Mom felt bad about the slee? situation at
the motel the first Ns}'\-h because this time she
rented TWO rooms so everyone would have a bed.

But T shouldve known there was a catch. Mom
said since she and Dad had Mdhh}( n THEIR
room, the Pig was gonha have +o s-h:\}( n OURS.

L

T didnt krnow what T was SUP?asr_& +o do with the
pig, so L 4ried putting it in our bathtub. But it
started w’nFm?eans +}1e samn& 'J: set it down.
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T decided o let +he P9 loose in +he bathroom,
but when T ?eekeJ inside a few minutes later, it
had made a TERRIBLE mess in there. And T'm
Frcﬂ}f sure it ate a bar of soap, too.

T let the P9 free in the bedroom so T could kee?
an e?le on it, but -I'}-.e first *I'}\ihs i+ did was go
5+rnish+ ‘o +’ne &oor cahhecﬁr\s 1'}“: +wo rooms.




E.vehﬁmll?', Dad got sick of all the noise and
o?ehe& the door to let the pig in.

T was so tired T fell aslee? before my head hit
the ?i'llow.

This mornhing T woke up to the sound of weird
noises coming from the foot of my bed. At first T
+hou5}~.+ Rodrick had gotten up enrly, but then
T realized the sound was coming from the PIG.
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T+ had somehow -Fiﬂur‘e& out how o open +he
mihibd.r‘ dccr‘ uhd wds r‘oo-l‘ihs 'I‘hf‘ous}‘\ 'H'\e mhd?’
and other snacks inside.

1'. Picked ‘H'\r. ?iﬂ up ahc.il ‘PU‘I’ it in our bu'l'}\'l'ul:-,
then went next door to +ell Mom and Dad what
’M??ehtd. But it turned out the Pi9 had raided
THEIR minibar, +oo.

/
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Somehow it had even gotten into the DRINKS.
T counted at least three em?-l}l cans on the
ﬂaor‘, and don+ even ask me how a ?;5 mnhnﬁed
to do THAT.




Dad went down to the front desk 4o tell them
our “pet” had gotten into the minbar and we
shouldnt be charsad for all the stuff it ate.

But ‘H‘\c clcrl‘: +o|ci pnci we were gohha \‘\dﬁrc +to
Pu}( For 'I'hr: 51.“{{ from +‘he mfhibnr, ahc{ on ‘1'0?
of THAT, there was a fiﬂy-&o!lar ?eml-l): for
violating the hotel's “no Fe‘r" ?oli-:?'.

After the final +nll?z, +he P9 ended vp costing us
more than the ROOMS did.

Mom was eager to get on the road, so she woke
Rodrick up and told him to get in the shower.
But T ?robabl?l should ve mentioned o him that
ﬂw. ?';3 was in ﬂ\e bathtub before }xe S'I‘e??e& .
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W}xeh we so-l' n -I'}-.e car, Da& wds oh -I'he ?hahe
with his office. A??nrehﬂ}u there was some sort
of ern:rschc?z , and he was the on|?¢ one who knew
’now to *I'dk: care of it.

Mom had ?hhhed a {'Jis cldu)( for us with lots of
stops, so she wasn+ hn??? that Dad had to deal
wfﬂw a work situation. But we H‘I‘ +he road nh?awny )

and Dad talked on the P‘hohe while he drove.

111



Our first stop was a ?Iuce that claimed o have
the largest piece of popeorn in the world, which
ended up ot being that impressive. First of all,
i+ wasnt a real piece of popeorn, i+ was a wood

carving, and second, it wasnt even all that biﬁ.

When we got out of the car, Dad s-l'a)n'.& back
on his call. The Pig s-l'n?fed, ‘oo, 5|ee?ih3 off the
drinks from the minibar.

_Greetings from the home of the

> WORLD'S LARGEST POPCORN mnﬂ

Nerl' we went to a ?lnce ‘1";1111"5 SUPPGSE&Y "warH
Fﬂmus" because i+ !‘ms life-size tnrﬁiihﬁs o{: all ‘|+.E
U.S. Presi&s:h-ts in butter.

112



This time Mom made Dad get out of the van and
Juih us, but he s-l'a?(ed on the ?hche the whole time.

When we got back in the car, Mom let Dad know
it wasnt OK {or him 4o be missing out on Hamly
time.” Dad +old her he Just needed to deal with
ohe more wnrk iSsue, nhci after it was +nkl:h care
o{, }\EH si‘ve us HS *Fu“ attention.

Dad said he was about +o get a call from one of
his international clients and that when he DID, i+

was r'en"?! ImPoH'nh+ for ﬂer’y’om to 5+n7 quiei‘ 50
it would seem like Dad was in the office.
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T+ didnt look like +hat was gohha be a bia Pr‘o{)lern.
Mnhhf was nlrmd?( down for his afternoon nap,

and the pig was sill ?nssed out in the cooler.

A few minutes later, Dad’s call came in. You could
+ell b?l how loud the 307 Wwas -i‘n”:ihs that he was
upset. But Dad s?oke in a real even tone, and his

client seemed to calm down.

The rest of us s-h\yed as quiet as we could. But
then Rodrick got out one of his ?acks of bubble

gum and Pu+ all five pieces in his mouth and
started chawihs i+ real loud.

Mom snnP?t& her -ﬁhs:rs to *I'ry and get him to

S'I'oP mnkih& so mtln noise.
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But her -Fihser shapping was nc+ua||)( LOUDER
than the gum chewihs , which you could +ell was
irritating Dad.

Mom wanted Rodrick +o get rid of his gum, so she
Pr:ssed ‘I'}\c button +o open ‘H‘\c sunroof. But whcn
she DID, the sound of air Hnwihs inside the van
was like a jet turbine.

Mom realized she had made a mistake, so she
Presse& the button to CLOSE +the sunroof. But

before i+ shut all the way, Rodrick chucked his
gum ﬂ\r‘ou‘g"\ +he opening.
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The gum boomernhsed n'sH‘ BACK and got stuck
in the gear track of the sunroof.

Mom -Fr'nhﬁr.n“f ?resseci the “close” button, but
‘l'he sunroof was Jnmmec{ open. Aﬁ' +\'\d+ moment,
the air ruans in from outside &islodse& Fat
S‘I'ahizy from ‘ﬂ".t vent, nhci ht went ﬂ}(r'hg.

Dad was hn'l.rr'ha d rtnu)/ hdrd +ime contcn‘l'rn‘l'ihs
on his call and was {umﬂihs with 'ﬂ".t buttons +o
-h')l and shut the sunroof himself.
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But now he didn+t have a hand on the wheel and
was s+eerr'h3 with his KNEES.

Dad started c|rr'1f+ih3 out of his lane, and the
driver of a husr. tractor-trailer let us know it,

chh ma&t Dnd clrr:rP Hs ?hohe.
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The horn also startled Mdhh}{, and his anfier
?o\a?ed out and onto the floor.

T"lqhh)t was suckihs air like he still had his ?dci-ﬁtr
in Hs mu*l'l:\, uhd I khew we }m& about ten
seconds 1o find i+ before he had a full-on tantrum.

'J: s?oﬁecl +}\e ?nci-ﬁer on ﬂ‘\t floor in front of
me and ‘I'riccl 1o unfasten M}( seat belt so I couH
reach i+. But instead T dcci&ch‘hﬂy unbuckled the
seat belt holding the COOLER in place.

Dad was +r7'ih5 to reach for his P}\ohe at the
same time, and he Jerke& the car to the left,
which made the cooler -h'? over.
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Now i+ was total chaos. The pig was loose, Mahh?;
was cryins, and Dad was cursing because he couldnt

reach his ?hom‘--

But +he main ?rcb!ern was the PIG., T+ was
going bananas, runhing around on the floor and
squealing like crazy. E.veryohe was '|‘t’7‘ih3 to Srnb
i+, but the pig was +oo0 sli??ery.

Then, all of a sudden, +he pig went quiet. And
W"\Eh ht ?O??E& bﬂﬂk U'P_, we kh‘t'ﬂl’ 'ﬂl"lﬁ?’-

5UCK

c_.,\_')C.K
)) SUCK

—_— —
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T reached out real slowly and ?lucke& Muhh}f’s
Paci-ﬁﬁr‘ out of the F"SJS mouth. And that's when
it BIT me.

T guess +he ?'-5 decided this was its chance o
make a run for i+. T+ hu??ed up oh Mc&hhyli seat
and tried to squeeze -H\rough the window, which

Wwds G?Eh a l.‘_!"d.tk.

A

The Pig mnnnsl:& to get its head and front i:ss
out the window and wouldve made i+ ALL +he
way out if Mom hadn+ Jur-.?ed over her seat and
smbbe& its hind legs.
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But when she luhged for the P9 she kicked a
button on the stereo, and now we had +he SFnhiﬂ‘\
CD blnrihs at full volume.

POR FAVOR, HABLE
MAS DESPACIO.

T}ue w’hoh +ime, Dnd was swer‘fihs all over ﬂ'\e
quce. E.\rth'l'un“?(, Mom got +he P9 back inside
and closed thhy’s window. Dad managed +o
pull the van over and 4urn off the stereo.

T+ was quiet in the car for a full minute while
:\rcr?mh: cnus}ﬂ' ﬂ\cir br:n‘i"n. pn& was rcd"?! mnci
that we messed vp his business call, and he let us
krow it.
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But he ?robuﬂy should ve made sure his ?hohe was
off first. Pecause when he put it fo his ear, his
client was still on the other end.

'_Tﬁ&g?{
After Dad's work-call disaster ?(eﬁ'er‘claYJ he and
Mom had a |o'n3 talk outside the car. Then +}\ey

got back in, and we drove in silence for a while.

A half hour later we ?ulled into the ?arkihﬁ lot
of o petting zoo. Mom oPahed the side door and
took the cooler with the pig in it out of the van.

PETTING Z(

ENTR
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Mom went inside, and five minutes later she came

out with an em?-f)e cooler.

Personally, T wasnt sad 4o see the pia ao, but
y 9 9

Mnhhy was a different s+or7.

T'm not so sure Mom was doihs +he petting zoo
u.h?! favors b?! &ohq*ﬁhg a Pis that bites kids.

And s?eukihg of which, my {ihser was reuH?'
KILLING me.

Dad said that the P9 ?rofrdﬂy hadn+ had n'n?(

immunizations and m's’h‘l' even }m'l.re rabies, whfc’n

was NOT what T wanted 4o hear.
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T Ve seen enough horror movies 4o know that when
a person gets bi+ b?( ah anhimal, ho‘l‘hihg sood
comes of i+. The LAST “I'Hhs T need is o +urn
into some kF’nJ of w:re-Pis y becnuSe +}m+ couH
r:n"y mess up my &n‘l‘ihs life.

Chez Henri

"
]
]
—
—
«om = gPROING
e s e P it [l o W s

N N\ ® 4 NN\ N\
Mom took a look at my ﬂhstr, and T could +ell
she was a little worried. She said we should find
a doctor to check it out, which didnt calm my

nerves dth?’.

Mom +n'::.l| +to -I{]h& an :mrsl:hcy—ture ?Inc: on
the GPS, but there was ha-ﬁxihs within a +ri1c'|7-

mile radivs.

124



But she DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office
five minutes vp ﬂxe r'oncl.

5}11: snicl a Veterinarian wouH lnn"u't 'ﬂ‘\t same stuff
a5 d resuhr &ac'l'nr, but a vet r.auH nr.'l'uu“?f be
BETTER because they might know a thing or
two about P'9 bites.

T }whtsﬂ)f +}wu3}\+ Mom was Jakihs around about

‘ﬂ\is Veterinarian ‘I'\‘\ihs ’ but she was dcn& Serious.
Ahd a few minutes later we ?u“cd into ‘I'}\c
Purkihs lot.

3ONDS VETERINARIAN
I m:::.@;

Mom talked +o the receptionist at the front desk
while the rest of us waited on a bench.
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A minute later Mom came back with a ch?bcnrd
and some ?nFemor‘k 1o fill out.

All T can say is, T haPc this stuff doesnt get
mr.& ohn my Ptl"mdh:h‘l’ rr.r.ord, because i\f it crops
up later in life, it could be ernbnrrnssihs.

Emergency Pet Care

Patient Registration

(] n

Pet’s name: ,Ufm_a,

d
Owner’s name: A&Mﬂ%
Species: N.wmm..

Last vaccination: %ﬂm&ﬁ%

History of worms? Yes BX No [

ab a )Eo%
Last rabies shot: N /A

Spayed/Neutered? Yes [0 NoX
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Once Mom handed in the forms, +he recepionist
told me T could sit with the other "?nJrieh-l's" +o
wait for the doctor.

You'd 'I'Hhk IJA SE‘|' some sort of Pn’ori'r?l because
I'h a human btihs, but 1'. sa‘r ?l.r!' behind a strbﬂ
that had swallowed a cigarette and a cat that
so'l‘ its face stuck in a 7osur‘* container.

COUGY
COUGH

! w‘h’ F]

A

W}\eh we }\a& our &os ’ Sweeﬁe, Mom !nncl to take
:ﬁim to *ﬂ\e vet a {':-Uhch of times for SEHIns into

stuff he wasnt su??asa-d to eat. But the LAST

time she took him, she didn+ really need +o.

Mom had found a bunch of cm?v c:lloPhnhz
wrappers from a ?m'.k of whoo?ic pies in +he 1nuh&rr
room, ahd s}\e ﬁsure& Sweetie !'md eaten ﬂ'\tm.
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A??areh+!?e , chocolate is like POISON 4o a
4&5, so Mom r‘ushe& him 4o the vet to se'l' 1’1;5
s+amnc}1 Pum?eé.

When Mom brouslﬁ Sweetie home from the vet,

she told me he had gotten into the whoo?ia pies.

T felt+ kind of bad, becavse T was the one who
ate them, not the Jog,.

Ahcl from w}\n-l' 'J:’w. henr& , 3&Hih3 Your s+omnc}\

Purn?tcl isht a real Pi:nsnh+ Ethriehce.
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T feel like my Visit o the vet was ?a?zback for
the whou?ie pie incident, es?ecinlly when +the nurse
weis}\ed me on the same scale -I'hey vse for DOGS.

The nurse ook r-.y +em?ern+ur‘e, +oo0, and had
me hold the thermometer under my tohgue for
+h.‘r+?g seconds.

"u‘»f}aeh I So'l' bnck +to 'H'w. quihS ared, Rndritk
told me that when 'I‘l'\e?l take an ANIMAL'S
temperature, -Hmy stick +he +hermometer
somewhere ELSE y and ﬂw:}/ ?robnbly use the

same ohe for all their patients.
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T was worried Rodrick might be right, but then
I renlize& -I‘Hs information was tomih& from a 307'
who was eating sarbil ?el'le'i‘s.

nuucH‘
C
l..\-._

Twice while we were waiting at the vets, Mdhhf
bolted out the front door, and both times Dad
sf‘nbbed him before he got too far. T +hink
Mduhh?( was ?re-H}l mad about us leaving his P9
at the Pe-i"ﬁhs z00, and he was m:-h'hs out.

CHECKS

i 1] h BOARDING +
OASHED l \ GROOMING
HERE! s

V. o3 10 N 7

N NN\ X
When T was Mnhh?e's age, T used +o get mad at
Mom and Dad and 'h}( +o run away all the +ime.
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T remember once when we were in the c}mhsihs
room at the pool and Mom was 'i‘fyihg to make

me wear a {mﬂ\ihs sut T didnt like. T took off
runhing, but T wasnt renli?' ﬂ\ihkihs about where
T was GOING.

-
r%z—\w
;=) S N

RODRICK used to run away a lot, +oo. When he
was in first grade, hed take off every d“}' at +he
same time, but he'd come back home when Mom +old
Hm ]th favorite TV s}\nw was oh.




When Mﬂhh)l tried to run away a THIRD +ime
+oc|n?1, Mom bous}vl' a retractable leash at the
front desk o +r}' and kee? him under control.

Mom also got a bahdase for Rodrick’s foot so we
could start Soihs into restavrants as a -an'ly asnih.

.Fihn"?! R +}1e veterinarian was reu.d?l +o see me, nn&
the nurse led us into the exam room. M)’ Pn|ms

S‘h:.r“l'c& seﬁihs swcd‘fy, because 'I: n|wn?!5 3E+ a
li+te nervous w}\eh it's time to see H‘\t c{m'.'l'or.
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Tmnota I:u'_c_:) fan of needles, and Mom knows
it. So whenever T need o get a flu shot or
some+‘hin3, Mom doesnt +ell me its coming,

Ahd b?l ‘H“.E time I ﬂsur& out wl'\n't“s Soihs on,
i*'s too late.

HEY, IS THAT
A HOT-AIR
BALLOON?

But there werent -:uh?‘ shots +his time around.
Mom told the vet what had h"‘??ehe&* and she
took a look at my ﬁhser.

T}xc vet Sdft.Jr ‘I'\‘\trc was ho‘l"nihs +to warry about
since 'H‘at Pisls 'l'crl'l'\ ’:\udh"l' brokth '1":\2 skih.
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She ?u+ some antibacterial ointment on r-?( Fihsar
Jus-i‘ 1o be safe and then sent me on my wd?'.

T goﬁa sa‘y, T was ?r‘e-l-ly im?resse& {)?‘ the
whole veterinarian experience. The doctor was no-

nonhsense and didn+t ambush me with any needles.

1.- ﬁaure when we Se'l' back home I'. r-iah'r research
some Veterinarians /n our dread. I’m not sa ihg

T'm definitely going to make the switch, but T
do want to see what my options are.

er the ve *s, ag spent some time iha to
After the vet's, Dad spent time 4rying +
3t+ 'ﬂ'\t gum out of ‘I'hc sunroof wH"r. a Pc-?siclr.

stick. But it was +oo mess?! and E'H’EI"H'UG“)F he

Sd"ﬂ’ﬂ U‘P.
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JANRAUL| Ci:

Dad didn? like not beiha able to close the sunroof,
so he drove around 'I‘t’)dhﬂ to find a mechanic who
could fix it. But hobud‘y he +talked +o would do it
for under a hundred bucks.

So Dad went o a srncer?( store and bou&!‘\‘r Some
cello?{-mhe and duct tape, and he fashioned his
OWN sunroof.

(VL3 BN
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T +hink Dad was Pr‘e-l-ly ?rouJ of himself for
saving mohn:?f on repairs, ¢5Pecia|!7 when it started

to rain and his homemade sunroof held up-

But after a while the r.eHaP}mhz started {iufhs
with water and {wss.

Eveh'l‘unuy , the whole '!'}\ihs gave way, and for
once 1 was 3""'& to be sitting in the back.
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We Purked under an overpass and waited for the
rain to clear vp while Mdhh?( and Rodrick chnhaed
into some dry clothes.

The trip was a fotal disaster up 1o +his point,
and even Mom was ran&y to admit it.

She said i+ Prc—bnbly wasn+ such a Sw& idea to do
e\rer?!ﬂxihs nccnrclins +to 'H‘\F. mnsnzint , nn& +’nn+
f we switched ‘1‘*‘.57\35 up a li++le, md}(bn‘. we could

turn ‘H‘\t ‘I'n'F drauh&.

oo
. e w

e W
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Mom said that from then on, wed go wherever
the road took us and wed make decisions as a
FAMILY alons +he way. She said the rest of
'ﬂ‘\: +r‘F? cau|cl be |il(e *I'hnSe Chmse Your Own
Acl'lfch*l'ure {mnks.

T n"ﬂfn)fs liked +those books, because on e\fery page
you 3&1‘ +o make a decision 'ﬂuﬁ' chnhses ﬂ‘qe s+or)l.

.-"--.-___—__-_‘__"--.

The ancient statue has a
priceless gem in its eye
socket. The inscription at
the base of the statue
reads STEAL FROM ME
AND PERISH. What do
you do?

If you pry the gem from
the statue, turn to page 40.

If you stop and pet the
kitten, turn to page 23.

93

——

T}xc ?rnbh:m s, ']: never seem to mnkc ‘I'hc choiccs

that srl' me to a hu.??}e :hdihs.
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T fact, it seems like no matter WHAT choice T
mdkt, it's n!wd.ys the WRONG one.

When you step onto the
dais to pet the kitten, the
ground beneath you gives
way, opening into a deep
chasm.

You fall to the bottom and
die. Better luck next time!

The End

T wasnt so sure about Moms new n??rodch S bt T

fisured nh;ﬂrhiha was an r'm?ro‘u'erqeh+ as iohs as I
didnt SeJr bit {:y nh?! more ?Iss.

A\fﬂr ﬂ‘\e rainstorm ?nSSEd , we 301’ bdck in -!']hc
car and gave Moms idea a +r'?(. ’N\‘\eh we rea.c}\t&
our first intersection, shc asked r.\rtr'?(onr. if we

should turn ris’n'l' or lef+ or 90 s+rni3]h+.
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So we held a vote. Me and Rodrick voted to turn
rial-rl', and thats what we did. And when we gc-l'
to ANOTHER intersection, we voted nsnfh , and
+his +ime we turned LEFT.

We drove into this li+tle +ownh that had two
restavrants, and after we voted, we went 4o one
that ended vp havihs +he best nﬁ?le pie TVve ever
tasted in my life. Tn fact, it was so 500& we
ordered a SECOND one.
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Mom was renH?' ?1eused with herself for coming up
with this new :’.P?rodd\ and said she was gonhha
write in o ".F.nmil?' Frolic" and tell THEM about i+.

The nhlf person who WASN'T hnvihs a ﬂnod
time was MANNY, who still seemed vpset about
+he P9 Mom kqﬂ' the leash on him even while we
were enJrihs , to mdke sure he JFJh‘%‘ 117 and run

d.hrd.?( ag amn.

After lunch, Mom asked me o take Mdhh}( +o the
bathroom , which uh‘y‘ had one toillet in it. So T
waited outside for him to do his business.

=
=
i

Mqhh}f was in there for a while, and T started +o
wonder what was +ukfh3 him so iohs.
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T -Fihn!ly c-?ehecl the door, and he was GONE.

Luclz‘.r"ly , Dad saw Mahh?f +hrousi‘1 the front
wfn&ow of ‘H‘\: restavrant and ScooPt& ]hfm up
before it was too late. Because if it ]hnci been

another minute or two, who knows HOW far he
would ve gotten.
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We got back in the van and Mom s+ru??ed Mdh‘r\y
into his car seat. When we got to a s+c?|u'3h+,
everyohe nsreed +hat we should 90 left, and we
waited for the 11'5}1%‘ to chnhse.

When i+ turned green, Dad $+e??ed on the 9as,
but a car came out of nowhere and TOTALLY
ran +the red |i31'\+.

Dad laid on the horn, but the driver Just ke?-f

ohn saih 9 '

T}uen dhﬂ‘l’htr car ran ‘I'ht 1-'3’?1‘1‘, and ‘l'}mc'n

ANOTHER. T+ was like hobc&f even NOTICED
that the Iigh-f was red.
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Dad was getting Pre-H?f frustrated, and when he
saw a gap between two cars, he put +he Pednl to
the floor and }nuhﬁ a left.

SCA
%

We bnrei?' $queeze& in front of the NEXT «car,
which ALSO ran +he lis!'ﬁ'.

When T looked back at the car behind vs, T
noticed some‘l’}'\ihs weird. There was a little ﬂnﬂ on
either side of the hood.
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Mom noticed the ﬂnss, too, and she got r‘enlly
upset. She said the vehicles behind us were part of
a FUNERAL Processmh.

She tx?lnihtc{ +hat &urfhs a funeral, cars are
allowed +o 9o ﬂ'\rousl'\ red lis}a'fs on their way
from the church 4o the cem&'h:r?( so ‘r]hty can all
stick +ose+her. And row we'd gohe and cut off
the line of cars.

Dad was getting Puhick?' that all the cars behind
our Van were how 1Co|luwih5 US, and he tried o
shake +hem off our tail b?: mnkihs a few quick turns.
J




T+ didn*t work, 'Tlnou&l'\. Dad said he was gonha
get back on the Hshway and +r?( to lose the cars
THAT way, but Mom said the LEAST we could do
was h.m& ‘H’\: ?m?le bt:}m'h& ws +o ﬂﬂ: cemﬂry.

So Mom v?ecl "a:i:meﬂr)’" into the GPS, and

there was one J'us+ a few blocks d.wd.y.

UNTRY 182 RESULTS FOR "CEMETERY"
QUIET MEADOWS | 0.5

RESTFUL OVERLOOK] 7.2
PEACEFUL VIEW 7.9
PLEASANT HILLS 9.3

1

We drove -I'hraus}n +he gates and ?ur‘ked n|oh3 +he
side of the ?nﬂ‘\. E..'I.rer}'ahe who was -Fr:r”nwihs us
so‘f out of +}nr_ir cars, but ‘ﬂ\:y Sttmtd r.on-ﬂasaci.

Orne |rmk at "H‘\E srﬂcshhcs and it was clear w’na‘l’

had ha??eht&. APPnrm‘rlr, the GPS 4reats all
cemeteries the same, and it had taken us to a

PET terne-{'er}(.
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got u31 Y-

M
‘ﬁﬁ
A'H'er e5cn?ih5 wfﬂw our lives from ﬂne Pe-l'
c:mﬁery, e\rer?mhz &tcide& i+ wouH be best +o
J'us*t' ?nck it in for the rﬂsh‘h So we found a

hotel a few miles qwny and got a room on the
se‘weh'ﬂ'\ ﬂaor.
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Dad wasnt comfortable leaving all our stuff in
the van, since someone could get in -H'urough the
sunroof and steal whatever -Hw?' wanted, so we
had +o +ake EVERYTHING into the hotel.

2 [T

T}xis mrhihs Mom wqh‘l'cci to kcr:? Snihs wi+h
the Choose Your Own Adventure quh. T was
starting o wonder if i+ was such a great idea,
since i+ almos+ got us killed yesﬁr&n’, but Mom
was s+ickih3 with it.

She SrnH}:& a bunch of brochures from the front
desk and brous}fl' them to breakfast so we could
ﬂ&ur: out whad' we wnh‘l'cd +to &o -Far ‘1".'12 &n?f.
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'ﬂuer: were df.‘h..rnﬂ)( TOO mth r:r?‘l'r'ohs . and

mbnd)’ could agree on what +o do.

Dad wanted to take an all—clny Suiéed tour of a
Civil War battlefield. Mom wanted +o go to +he
beach. And Rodrick wanted +o 9o *o the electric

SUI tar museum.
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What looked like the most fun 40 ME was a ?Ince
called Soak Central. We went 4o a water Pnrk
LAST summer but 9ot rained out, so L -Fisure:!
this would make vp for it.

But Mom read ‘I'}urnus’n ‘I'hc brachure and said Soak
Central looked “artificial” and +hat +he whole

Poih-f of this +r‘iP was to AVOID ?laces like that.
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Since hobo&y could agree oh dh?l'ﬂ\iha, Mom said
she was muk-’hg an executive decision and +hat
we were going to the beach. Dad didnt complain,
because I’m sure he was +hihkih5 that if we were
going to the shore, he mish'l' n-:hnl'l?( get a
chance 4o use his BOAT.

Tm renl!y not much of a beach person m?(self.

Whenever we go to one, we brihs a blanke+ and
s?read it out, then sit there for the whole &n?!.
And you cant real!y 90 nhywhere, because ?(ou're

worried someone will take your spot.

T}xc last time we went to 'ﬂ'\t btdt}‘., Dd& 5rnu5’n+
+’n= +ur? "\e uses to cover 'I'hr: boat so we'd hn*ﬂ:

more room for our ;nmil}! and all our stuff.
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But the 'I'nr'? was at LEAST 4wice the size of our

old blanket, and i+ took up a fon of space on
Jrhe benc}\.

Not 1o mention the fact that its made of
PLASTIC, so with the sun beating down, it
was like si++r'n3 in a -Fr'yihs pan.

T+ was ESPECIALLY embnrrnssihﬂ when the
rest of my &-mfly went to 5rnb lunch on the
boardwalk and 'I: hd& ‘o \whs back on +}~.e +ar?
b}( rv.)tscH': +o watch our stuff,




So T wasn+t real excited about going to the beach,
esPeciaHy since T knew Dad had his boat tarp
with him.

The beach was a few hours’ drive away, o T
decided to take a hap until we so'i‘ +here. And
believe me, with all +he Juhk Fi!e& up in +he back

of ‘|+n‘. minivan, it wasn+ ens?'.

T woke up when the van slowed down. T 'l’hougl.'ﬁ
we were at the beach, but we hadnt even gotten
to the bridge 7e+. T+ seemed like everyone had
the same idea WE did.

WONK HONNj gEEEEp _ =

i vl el
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When we were about a c{unr"fer‘ of a mile from
+he bn'&ge, T could tell Dad was starting +o

3¢+ nervous.

He HATES br‘FJses y because for some reason !ne

St-l's clizzf w}\emver }ﬂ: }ms +o drive over one.

-t
]
-1 L
.l

The bridgt +o the beach is one of those kinds
that's reu!l?' H‘g\'\ above the water, and T'm sure
Dad wasn+ Iookiha forward +o ba-’hs stuck on it
for the next half hour.

Mom told Rodrick HE could drive. So we Pulle&

over and everyohe switched seats.
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Dad +ook my le:e in the back so he wouldnt see
the bn‘&ge out the front window, and T moved to
the middle row.

When Rodrick got in the driver's seat, he took
adwh'fn&e of Dad’s radio rule and blasted henv?t
metal music. And T could +ell that wasnt helfins

Dad’s nerves.

¢

y 2

We were o'n|?l going about three miles an hour.
I‘I’ |mk=4 h'kl: we were gonha be S‘Puck on ‘H‘\:
bricis: even |oh3tr +hd.h ']: tx?i:c‘!'cd, 50 I n?emd
the bns of chees: curls Rodrick boush‘l' at ﬂ'w.

rocery store.
grocery
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There was a sensul'l sitting oh the br‘idge rniiihﬂ
next to our minivan, and it looked r‘iglh’r at me.

b di
~
B i S P PP
iy, e, P -
T Fi

T quess T kind of fel+ sorry for it, so T +ossed

a c}ncts: curl out of ‘1":1: sunroof. 'I ’nn"u’e to sn?! ,

T was ?rtH')f imPrcsscd when the seaqull r.d.us}ﬁ
the thing in midair.




T was about to throw it ANOTHER one, but
Mom ﬁo\ape& me.

5}11: snid Seusuﬂs are rcd.u}( ns&rtssi\ﬂ:, dh{l Sﬁiiha
them "PeoPia food" is a bad idea.

She was rish'l' about the "nssressive“ +hih3 ,
because two seconds later the sen3u|| was oh top
of the car, and yov could +ell i+ wanted more food.

I ‘I'}\rcw dhn‘l'\‘\l:r one at + to +|7 and make i+
g0 nwn?! , but ‘H‘.: s:nauﬂ bobﬂc& +'.hE chus: curl,
which fell rish'} back into the car.
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That's when +hih35 got BAD.

The Seagull *\oFFed down INTO the car and ate
the cheese curl off the floor.

For a second, everyone was in a state of shock +hat

a smsuil was in our Vanh, and hobo:.lg?( moved a muscle.

The scdsuﬂ Sn:funwktd a few times and then +ried
to ﬂ)f bntk out ‘I'}mc wn}( it came in. But it mISScd
the opening b}( about 4wo feet and smacked into
the roof.

158



Then i+ Juﬁ went ccm?le-l-ely huts, ﬂ?!ihs
around and cr‘dshihg into the windows. E-\.raryche
was in a total panic, and feathers and cheese

curls were everywhere.

Then the seagull got 3&&&}( and grabbed the bag
of cheese curls off the floor. But T Shasﬁe& e
and held on for dear life. Eﬂer}'ohe was ye"iha at
me to let 90 of the bns , but T wasnt giving in.
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F-'hally, +he senSuH beat me in our -Ivs-c-F-war and
flew S'H‘d.isiﬁ up +hr‘ou3}n the sunroof, +al’.ih3 the
cheese curls with it. But the seagull didn+t get far
wi+h -ﬁ\e bns.

Abou*l' +hree—qunr+ers of "H‘\t c}xttsr. curls ehdtcl
vp BACK in the minivan, and from there it was a
to+tal hish-frn-:are.
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A few of the seasulis flew vp front, and Rodrick
got so freaked out he hit the gas. When the
birds ﬁhall‘y cleared out and -I'ths settled down,
we had a whole NEW ?rnbh:m +o deal with.

)
o® s "o

Believe i+ or not, ‘ﬂ".t ?mPh in ‘I'}\c car +hd.‘|' we
rear-ended were qc'l'unli?( ?re-Hy nice.

'J:+ wds & man nh& *\is wite , nh& 'ﬂ\t}( Sn:emcl to
uhders-!'nh& it was an nr.r.i;_l.eh-l'. So -I'}\e?( exr.hnhsed
insurance information wH'!n Dnc‘ ’ and 1'}\& ?oiice

didn*t even need +o get involved.

Tf ah}(ﬂ'\ihs GOOD came out of the accident, i+
was that i+ 3o+ us out of going 4o the beach.
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'ﬂ\e BAD news was that now our van wouldn+
start, and we had to wait an hour for a +ow

truck to come.

All the traffic went down to one lane, and that
didnt make us +oo ?oPuinr‘ with the Feu?le 'I‘r)lihs

+o cross +he bn‘&se.

'ﬂ\e 34.7 at 1'}1& auvto reFm‘r s}mP said we cracked
‘1'}1: radiator and i+ was gonhna take at least
four or five hours to fix it. ﬂ‘m*l‘ meant we
hzt&td +to ﬁhc{ somrl'HhS +to r.Jm for 'l'he rest of
the &ny.
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When we s-htP?e& outside, T was pretty shocked

to find out we were ohly +wo blocks away from
Soak Central , which is where T wanted 4o 90 n
+he FIRST ?iace.

I BEGGED Mom 4o let us 90 +}1erl: w}rﬁle we were
wni*l'ihs for +}~.e van ‘o 3&‘1‘ ﬂxtc{.

S}ue said she woul& r'nﬂ\er we :.Jn& somzﬂihs
"whaiesomn h'kr. 9o 40 a local lfbrnr?!, but ‘H'\r's +ime

sht was auﬂa'l'e& four to one.
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So we walked to Soak Central and Pm‘& for tickets
at the gate. Then we got a locker and ?U+ in all
the stuff that we didnt want to get wet.

We changed into our bathing suits and met outside
ﬂwe restrooms. IA‘ was SUPER craw&ecl, and
there was no wdy we were gohna find five lounse
chairs all +n3t+her. We t\rth'fud“?l found ONE
chair with o few broken straps, and durnPtd our
towels and the rest of our stuff on it




Mom and Dad s-hnyad back with Mdhh?‘, so me
and Rodrick were on our own. But Mom said she
wanted the two of us to stick 'i‘ﬂﬁt‘l‘}\er.

We went to the giant wave pool first, but there
were about a BILLION people in it.

Rodrick su&gcs*l'c& we ?In?z hide-and-seek, but
-m"t"n all +}mc ?cc-?h and rafts in ‘1";‘.: Poo| ; ]:
knew it would be inPassth for the seeker +o find
the hider.
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T said to make it FAIR, the hider couldn+ swim
vnderwater. T didnt renH?: trust Rodrick not +o
che:ﬂ', but he came up wH'}n a wa?' +o make sure +’ne

hider followed the rules.

Rodrick got a paper ?Hce mat from the snack bar
and said -I'}w. Hder }md +o kee? it Jr?( +o prove he
didn+ go underwater. And T have o admit, T
was PrrH'?l Im?resn& }nc came up wH'!n +}xa.+ all on

*‘11'5 owhn.

T volunteered +o be the first hider and found a
spot at the far end of the ?ool where T knew
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What T DIDN'T know was that Rodrick had
written Some-l'hihg on the ?hce mat before giving

it to me. Uh-Fori'uhd‘l'el)f, e\rtryohe AROUND me
noticed before I did.

"u‘»f}m‘l’ !.'w wrote would"lrc been bd.ci choush on its
OWN, but the missPelled word somehow made i+
WORSE.

T dm no+

— b:i:rl;‘gsjiE}w

=
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And even MORE embnrrassihs was when +he
|i-Fesunrcl got down from her chair and told me T
had +o get out of the P::-:‘:J

'ﬁ
When i+ comes to Rodrick, Tve gotta learn never
to trust him. ESPECIALLY at+ water Pnrks.




T was done with Rodrick after the ?Ince mat
thing and didnt care if Mom said we needed to
stick together. T left him behind and went 4o a
waterslide by mysalf.

T hadn*t realized how loha +he line was vntil T
got hahfwn‘)( up +he stairs. But by +then a ton
of ?i:o?h: were BEHIND me, and ‘ﬂ‘\:re was ho
+urhih3 bnck. So 1' was Pdckf.d in wH‘h ‘H’ﬁESE
Pea?it wntil T got to +he top.

I‘I’ was mlly ho‘h ahc.’: Pf.oPh were 5'|'nr+ih3 to
get uSHd'l'td b?( how slow the line was moVing.
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Then the kid r‘ish-f behind me ?oked +he iad?( in
FRONT of me in the butt with a ?nc-l noodle,
and shc ‘I'}mus’n'l' it was ME.

So then T had her BOYFRIEND +o deal with.

T renlly didnt want to get into a ﬁsh-r over
Somtﬂ'\iha like +his, but luckil?' it didnt come to
that. We were at the top of the stairs, and i+ was
time to go down the slide.

UhFor-fuhn-tel?J the raft was a four-seater, which
made things pretty awkward on the ride down.
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'ﬂ\e slide cm?ﬁtcl out nto an area where ﬂwere
were a ton of r‘n-F+s, w’nic\\ was sren‘l‘ because it
gave me a c\'\dhcc +to H&c from '1";1111' woman nhd
’her bny-[:ri:hd. I went drnuhc{ H‘\t lu.z.?l river twice
to mnke sure I’d los+ ‘I']htm.

I.-'cl hnd thnus’n wi'l'}x ‘H‘\e water after ‘l'l.'m'l', 50 I
went bd.r.k to our |ouh3e chm’r +to srl' my' clo'l']'\ts.
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But the chair was GONE, and all our stuff was
|?zih5 in a ?ile on the sfﬂuhtjt-

T found the rest of r-.}; {dm’ly at the snack bar
getting lunch and told +them what }m??ehed with

our loun ge chair.

Mom said i+ wouldnt be hard 4o ﬂsur& out who
TOOK i+ because of the broken s-hru?s.
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We s?reud out to look for it, and T searched the
dred {)?e the wave ?ocl.

Sure thous"\, our |ouh3c c\‘\dir was ‘H'\EI"E. But I
couldnt BELIEVE who was SITTING in it.

T dont know what the odds are of running into
the same ?eo?le nsnih and agnih , but +his was
starting to get RIDICULOUS.

T -ﬁsureci i+ was best o Jus+ le+ +he Beardos
HAVE our |ouh3t chair and not make it into a
553 deal. So when T mugh'f back vp with my
{ﬂr-ily, T Pre-’rehded T didn+ have any luck
ﬁhdihﬂ our chair.
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B?( how our food was getting cold, and we still

didn* have nhywhere to eat. We eueh+uall7f found
a Plam 1o sit behind the snack bar.

E-ve.ryohe seemed reu&y +o leave after +that.
Mom asked for the l:ey to the locker so she could

sﬁ' our stuff. But ‘I. +:‘:-|c|' }\f.r' .J; &i&hl‘f HAVE .

She said she had given me +he kt}l, but T +urned
bo'ﬂ'\ Pockeﬂ o{ my bn'}hihg suit ihsic{t out to
prove H‘\E}l were erﬂ?‘l'?f.
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T was ?re-?-i'?r sure shed siveh the l:e?r to
RODRICK, but he said HE didnt have i+, either.

Evary{m&y searched themselves for the ke?f , but
we all came up :m?‘l‘)f-hdhdc&. This was a HUGE
Probicm, because Mom and Dad’s cell ?hnhcs and

wallets were in 'I'\‘\d.'l' |ocktr, 50 we mul&h"l' leave

until we found it.

We went to an ernPlofee at the front counter and
told him we lost our ke?(.

But whcn ht uskcd w’nd.‘l' our lackcr number was,
none of us could remember. ﬂ'\cre were hundreds of
them, and ‘I'}xt?( all looked tm::ﬂy +he same.
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He said the locker number was written on the l:e?!,
but of course THAT information wasn+ seHihS

us u.hywhere.

'ﬂ\t 30?1 said the uh!f ﬂ\ihﬂ we could do was -I'r‘}/
and FIND ﬂ\e kt}‘, 50 we s?iH up ah& retraced

our s*h:Ps across ‘ﬂ‘\: water Fdrk.

Rodrick went to the wave Prm| where we ?h?‘ed
hid!'dhd'StEk, d.h:! j: went to +]nt ld.z.)( river but
didnt have any luck.

<D

o ® ® (ga=

W}xeh we met bd.cl: vp, habn&y \\n& -Faun& Jrhe key.
Mom said rqn)fl:r: we nccideh‘}d“?’ ‘I'}xrcw it nwn?l
after we ate, so we Aus ﬂ\rous}\ ‘1";‘.& +rn5}1 near

whf.rt we Sat.
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Mom said we should all concentrate real hard and

+r?( to remember w}xir.h locker we ?u+ our stuff in ,
and when T did, T could SUCHE'M?! see it c|enr|)( n

rn?F mind.
T ™,

T +4old Mom, and we went s+rdi3k+ to locker 929,
Sure 4:\-«:}:.:‘:_:’[]1-\J it was locked, and there was no ker
in the door.
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We went back to the vy at +the counter o +ell
him which locker was ours, but we had to wait a
Ion3 +ime before we could get his attention.

When we told him our locker number, he got out
the master k“)’ and walked over 4o number 929
wH’h vs. Dut b}( ‘ﬂ‘\: +ime we 3::-*1' *I'}“:r't ) ‘H"n‘. kt}( was
back in +he slot and the locker was EMPTY.




That meant someone had found our key and
STOLEN all our stuff.

Then T thought of ANOTHER possibility: When
the Beardos +ook our |auh3e chair, 'I’l'\ey mustVve
taken our KEY, too.

T decided 4o +ell Mom and Dad all about +he
Beardos and how -Hw:?( ?robnbly stole our stuff 4o
sﬁ some ?n?(bnck on me. Then T ook them 4o
the area where T last saw them sitting.

But {:7 +he time we 5o+ +here . +}1e?l were GONE.
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T was worried H‘me;( miﬁh-f've a|redd?( lef+ +he
PcwlcJ so T ran to the front gate. And sure
ehoug}\, +he ?ur‘?ie van was Pu“ihs away.

T KNEW +hat ‘Fd.rnil?f was bad news from the
beaihhihs , but T never +hou3}n+ -ﬂ\ey were m?uble
of THEFT.

Dad used the Phon: at the front desk +o call the
Policc, but +]ht cops Sm'& ‘l'hd.‘l' wH‘hau*f a license
Pldd't number i+ would be ren”y hard +o 4rack down
our stolen stuff.
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T4 +here was any GOOD news about our situation,
it was -I‘}xcrl' 'ﬂ‘qt key to the van wash+ in +}1e

locker, because it was back at the mechanics.

So we walked to the auvto repair sl'\o?; where

the mechanic was se'l"l'ihs rend?( to Fwi‘ n a new
radiator. He told Dad it was gonha cost almost
three hundred dollars, but Dad told him he
couldn+ Pn)f because his wallet Juﬁ got stolen.

Dad told the mechanic he'd mail him a check +he
second we 301‘ ham'. y but +’n= 5”}’ suu'& he couidn‘i'
take an “1.O.U." He said what he COULD do
was put some sealant on the busted radiator,
which would last a &n?' or 4wo before it wore off.
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But the mechanic said we'd have +o run the heater
inside the van at full blast 4o keeF +he engine
from overheating. He said it might sound crazy,
but i+ d.rl‘uali?' works.

Mom and Dad talked i+ over and decided we should
just drive the van all the way home. We didnt have
any money or phone, but we DID have a full +ank
of gas. Dad figured if we drove s+rm‘5}1+ +hr'r::rusﬂr~.J
wed get back at about 3:00 in the morning.

Mom seemed ?re-H?/ sad the 'l’ri? was seﬁihs cut
short, but 4o be honest, T was kind of relieved.

Wheh we 5a+ i *I'}xe van, pn& +urn=d up *I'he }\e-ﬁ'
Jus*f like ‘ﬂ\: ml:chnnft +old Hm to, and wH"nih
about H‘\Ir'l?f s:cohds it was a huhdﬂ:& citsrces
ihsi&t ‘H".E car.
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Mom o?er\ed all the windows up front, but it was
like « FURNACE w}xcre I was si‘H'Jns, since ‘I'}me
windows back there dont opeh.

T 4old Mom T didnt think T could make it all
the wa?( home without d?(ihs of heatstroke ; but
she said 14 be fine as long as T s-l'a?(ed }\y&rn-i‘ed.
Then she got two cases of water out of the boat
and brought them into the van.
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We headed out onto the h’shwn)f, and T went
H\r‘ougk four bottles of water in the first hour.

I tried +o fall dSIEEP +o make ‘I'}\t +ri? g0 faster,
but I Su't wakth vp w}\eh snmebaéy s-hr'l't&
!.'mhkr'hﬂ +heir horn.

TI‘\E ?m?h i ‘H‘\E car next to us were wﬂfhs ‘H‘\Eir
arms nhd +ryih3 +to 3£+ our attention.

Wheh I looked be}\ih& us, I was 5ur?n‘5=d to see
ﬂmi’ +]he -h:rP on -I'he boat was loose and ﬂd??ms

drouh& in ﬂ\e wfth

And everything INSIDE the boat was flying OUT.
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Cars were swerving lef+ and rFS}ﬁ' +I’7fr'hs +o

aﬂmid our stuff ﬂ)’ihﬂ +}1rau3\‘\ +l~.e air. B}t how,
pn& ’MJ seen w}m‘l‘ wds Soihs on in ‘I'}mc rearview
mirror, nh& !m! Pu“ed over o ‘I'}u: sic{e of ‘1";\& rand.

We spent +he next two hours wn!kihs down the
’nisl'\wn}« ‘i‘t‘)’ihﬁ 4o recover all G)r our stuff. But we
’nd.d ‘o si\rt up w"\th it So'f dnrk.
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Once we got back to the van, we sorted 'H‘\t*ougl{'t
the things we had collected. T4 say T found
about two-thirds of the clothes T4 ?Mkt‘,d for
+he trip, but Mom said +here were whole BAGS

‘H‘q at were missi ng.

Whﬂ was REALLY gross was -l-ha*l' a few of
the items we Picked vp weren+ even OURS.

Rodrick found a Pair of underwear that was as
stiff as cardboard.

Once we got back in the car, Mom said we needed
to start thinking about eating. Rodrick wanted +o
open +he ?acknge of cinnamon rolls that was still
in the Srccer?( 545 ; but Mom said -ﬂ\e?f hadn+ been
re-Frisern%‘e& and hed se'l' sick if he ate them.
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Mom used the GPS +o 'h')( and find a ?lace +o
eat. But the ohl)f ?hces +hat were open at +that
hour were fast-food restauvrants, and Mom

wash + ]hn???l about H\n‘i‘.

We ended up pulling over at a rest stop along
+he his}\wn?‘ that had a fried chicken P|uce. Since
we &i&hj-l' ’nn\re -:l.'n)( cns}\ or credit cards , we !nncl
to scrounge around on +1~.e floor of 'ﬂ‘\t car for

loose chan ge.

We came vp with three dollars and fifteen cents,
ch!n ',E was ?re*H}f sure wash+ even ehnus*w ‘o
3e+ a Jrurnsﬁck and a ﬂ\is]n.

Mom sni& rnu.?ll}t ‘1";1:?3 ’nd.cl a value menu wi‘l’h less
EthhsI'ure items, so we Sa'l' out G)r 'ﬂ"ﬂ: car nh&
walked to the restaurant.
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But when we 3o+ +o the entrance, +he doors
were locked. We could see workers inside, but

n??nr'eh'ﬂ?! at that hour the oh|?‘ 'I‘th, open
was the &r‘ive-'l'hroush.

/

We 301’ ‘bdf.k in ‘I'}\c car and ‘I'rir.cl +o enter ‘1";‘.:
ciri'lft—'t"hrous}\ lane, but wi‘l’}\ ‘I"n: bnad', it was
‘oo 1'[31'\1' a squeeze. So we "\nd +to rth.rk d.hci g0
ﬂ\roush on FOOT.




We stood next to the menu and waited for
someone to come on the sPeﬁker‘ and take our
or‘&er‘, but no one did.

Dad said there must be some kind of sensor that
could detect the weia}\'i‘ of a car, so we did our
best to trigger it.

E.veh'l’uuﬂy', somtbnd?! inside noticed us and o?eht&
the &rﬁ.re-'fl.'\raush window.
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Mom asked what we could get with the mohey we
had, and the cashier said we could b”f a small box
of chicken “”33¢+5 and a biscuit.

So we got that, ?ius a handful of barbecve sauce
?nckﬁs. Then we went back +o the van and sPlH'
vp the food five wn?ls.

We drove for a half hour or so, but b?z now it was
Pre-H')' obvious we weren+ gonna make it all the
way home in one shot. So we were gonha have +o

find a le:e +o slee?.

We didnt have nh}( mhl:y for a hotel, so Mom
tried to find a tdm?Si‘h: henrl:-)e.
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The closest one was ten miles in the opposite
direction, though. Dad said we were just gonna
have to take the next exit, find a ?lace where we
could ?ark, and $|ee? in the car.

I was opeh to JuS'i‘ about ahfﬂmihﬁ as loh5 a5 we
could +urn the heater off when we s-l‘u??ecl.

But as soon as we took ﬂ\e exit, i+ was clear weJ&

r-m.:lt a mis+nk e.

First of all, the road wasnt ?a\.rad. There werent
nh}( 9as stations or stores or even d.'n?! houses.

'ﬂ\er‘e were Ju$+ trees on either side of the road ,

and no streetl: 3}11‘5.




We drove for a ioh& time, but the road was
narrow and there wasnt a good place 4o pull over.
T +hink everyone was getting pretty spooked,
and eveh+unl17 Mom 4old Dad we should Just get
back on the hishwn};.

But Dad k:?i' sayihs }\e was POSITIVE +]hn+
at nh?’ moment we were gohnha -anc{ a Socc{ P|d.ce

to S‘I'o?.

The farther we went, +hcu3¥\, the more nervous
Mom became, because now even the GPS didn+t

khﬂw W}\ETE we were.

?

We saw some sighs up ahead, and we dll got
excited that mnybe we were SE‘I"HHS back +o

civilization. But we were wrong.
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Rislﬁ at the moment when ever?(ohe's nerves were
+o+nll7 shot, there was a r‘eull?z loud noise.

Dn& swer\-‘e& off ﬂ‘\e road , nh& our car came +o

a S‘l'oF in H‘\: mud.

T"l)f ears were ringing, and T looked around +o +r?!
and ﬁsur& out w}m-} i\.n& l‘\d??tmd.
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T ex?ac-lt& to see broken Slass s:w;r‘?ﬂw]-w:rn’:J but

the windows were intact , and there was some kind

of weird goo all over +hem.

Rodn’ck }m& '1";\2 5002}1 stuff on ‘H‘\E I:nr.k of ’m’s
head, and he was TOTALLY freaking out.

T still didnt know what was going on, but then

T looked in the grocery bag, which had shreds of

the cinnamon roll Pncknse inside.

The tube had EXPLODED because the bd.s was
si'l"l’ihg rig]'\"r on 'I'D‘['J of one of the heater vents.
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But RODRICK didn+t know that }(:+. He had

uhcookr_& cinhamon rolls all over ﬂ‘\r. I:nr.,r: of ’m’s

head, and he -HmugH +he dcugh was his BRAINS.

What u?st‘i' Rodrick even MORE was when he saw
Mdhh}( |ickin3 the stuff off his ﬁhscrs.
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Once Rodrick figured out what had ha\:?eht&
and calmed down, we cleaned up the inside of the

minivan with some paper +owels.

Then Dad turned the car around and drove back
to the hiﬁ}\wa?'. A+ the next exit there was a
SU?ermnr‘ke-l' with an EM?17 Fnrkihg lot, so Dad
Pu“ed in for the his}rl'.

We oh|7 had four reclining seats in the van and
five ?eofle, so Mom volunteered Dad o slee:? n
the boat.

T know Dad was lookihs forward +o using his boat
on +his -h'r'?, but Tm guessing this was NOT what
he had in mind.




Wednesday
]:-i' +aal( me 4 |on5 time to fall ash:c? las+ his}rf,
and I was wokch vp at about 6:00 in +]hr. mrhu'ns

w"\eh ‘I'}mt Srncery store emFlo?lees S‘I'dr“l'td drrhrr'hs
'FD'I?' wark.

>

Zee{ QATTLE -
RATTLE RATTLg

I

- JEN

B?( then the sun was vp and it was alrend}( hot
in the car, ?Ius we were all S'h'ck?' and miserable

from sleePihs in our clothes.

We wn!ke& over to ﬂ\e srnr.l:ry store to see if
‘1'*\:7*4 let us use ‘H‘\: 5n+lhraam to wns}n vp, but
‘1'*‘1!: mahager sni& +‘he store woulcihq' be open +to

customers for uho'ﬂ‘atr two ’naurs.
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When we were wuikihs back +o the car, Mom said
we could use Mnhhy’s baby' wipes to get cleaned vp-
But then she realized she had nccideh-l-al'l)f locked
the keys inside the minivan.

“There was HOPE . +’nou3}\. The sunroof was sHill
open, so Dad tried 4o FISH +the keys out of the
cup holder.
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After a lot of 4rying, he still couldn® get the
riah-l' angle. T+ looked like we were out of
o?'hohs at that ?aih'l‘, but +hen Mom 5033&5&&
m-:.y’be MANNY could get +he keys out.

So Dad lowered Muhhf +hraush the sunroof b?!
his leash.

Once Mdhh?( was in the van, he took his sweet time.
First he went into the backseat and ate the two
barbecue sauce ?acke-l's we had lef+. Then he cius
through my duffel bag and found a pack of Oreos
Ij& been sn'lfihs J'us+ in case.
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Mdhhf ‘Fihn”?( made his way to the front of the
car and 3°+ +he l:e.?‘s, but instead of o?ahiha +he
door 4o let us in, he started the engine.

Then he fiddled with the knob on the stereo until
he found a radio station he liked.

§3 THE ITSY-BITSY J
15PIDER CLIMBED UP

Mom and Dad were Pouhdihﬂ on the windows,

+r>rih3 to get Nnhh7' to open the door. But
then Mdhh?l ?0'1' the car in DRIVE.

T +hink until then e\.rer?mhe had \carsaﬂen +hat
T"'.nhh)( hn& been ‘I'r?lihs to run dwd.}( " because we
never wouldve made the mistake of |=++Ih3 him in

-t"ne Vah b?e Hmsr:lf E-F we \'\nd remml}ercd.
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Lu::ki'l)fJ Muhhf wash+ +all ehoush to reach the
gas ?e&nl, because if he could, he wouldve been

lahs gone.

T +hink Mnhh)( knew his escape plan was foiled,
at least for now. Mom ﬁha"r convinced him +o

unlock +he doors and let us in.

Once we got going again, T started seeing Some
familiar sis}ﬂ's out ﬂ\e wfh&ow R because we were

bnsica")( retracing our P-rl'}x back home.

We were mmihs up on +1'\r. town w}aerc we S?en‘i' ‘H‘\e
ﬂrs*l' rﬁgh'l' of '1".'\2 +rIP, nh& whth we ?nsud by 'I'hr:
motel wed stayed in, T saw the CRAZIEST +hing.
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There was a ?ur?le van in the ?arl:ihg lot.

| ['h
| i M
[alZ]

)

T +old Dad, and he Puliad over. We took a closer

look at the van, and sure ehoush , it was the one
that bdo’nﬂed to +he Peardos.

That meant -H-\e?( were s+a‘yih3 at THIS motel,
and were ?rubnbl‘y using Mom and Dad's credit
cards to PAY for it.

We Pdrktd our car at the side of the ﬁuﬁdihs.

Dad said he was gohna call +he cops, so 1‘\?. 30‘1‘
out to use +‘he ?\'\aht at 'ﬂ\e {roh‘i' dzsk.
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But 'H'\ir‘-l}/ seconds later Dad came r‘uhhihs back
to the car.

He sui& 1‘\{ Saw 'I'hc Benrdas leavin 'I"mtir room o
9

g0 down to the ?ooh and it looked like their door

was lef+ open.

Mom said we should stick with the ?1nn and call the
Policc, but Dad said that before we did, we should
do a little investigation of our OWN.

So we ALL got out and followed Dad +o the
Beardos’ room. Just like he said, the door was

OPEH a Cl"df.k.

Dad hudge& it open a little WIDER, and we
Peeke& inside to see if dhy-fhihs of ours was
sitting in Plnih View,
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But we couldnt see ah?( of our stuff from where

we were s+uhdih3.

Mom seemed ?ra-l-ly uneasy about what we were
clofhs , but then Dad ?ushe& +he door ALL +he

wn?l open, nhd *I'here was no +urhih3 J:-dr.li.

204



We couldnt find nhffhihg of ours, so if the
Beardos DID have a.'n)r of our stuff, 'ﬂ’\t}( Frobabiy
carried i+ with them to the ?aol.

But as |oh3 as we "\nd ‘|+\E run air ﬂu:ir room, we
decided +o take full udwhﬂse of it. T ﬂgur&&
it was OK since we were the ones ?“7‘-“3 for it.

T think Mom felt we were seHihs a bad Exdh?lt for
Mnhhy, so she took him out to the car.

But the rest of us weren®t finished. Me and
Rodrick took turns usihs ‘ﬂ‘\: bn‘l"nr‘mr« w’niic Dad
s*h-:-od wn*l'r.h at *I'\‘\l: door.

“Then he went in and told us +o be lookouts for HIM.
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We had ?ushe& our luck, 'I'}wuah. The SECOND
Dad shut the door 4o the bathroom, T saw the

Beardos coming our way.

Now, T love my dad and all, but Tm 400 YOUNG
to die. So T bolted, and Rodrick was ris}ﬁ'
bc}xihcl me,

T wasnt there to SEE i1, but Tm guessing it

was ?r‘e-H)' awkward when Mr. Beardo o?ehed his
bathroom door.

=5
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Me and Rodrick got in the van and locked the
doors. T was Pr‘e-H?f convinced Dad wasn+ gohha
make it out of the room alive and we were J“S'l'

gonha Kave +o go oh without him.

But Mom ?uHe& the car around to the front of
the motel, and when she did, Dad burst out of

ﬂwe Bea r‘&as‘ room.

Somehow Dad had gotten the idea +o Srub their
car kz}(s on his wu?! out.
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Before he 3u+ in our car he chucked the keys into
some bushes, which boug‘h’r us some time.

'I-. ‘I'Hhk we mustve so++eh +wo miles Jowh H‘\E
road before Dad even bothered +o pull his pants
back up.

We Hsh-ﬁve& each other because we had esmPed

with our lives. But in our rush 4o get away, we
forgot fo turn on the HEATER.

And a few seconds later the RADIATOR
cohke& out.
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Mom ynad to cut across two lanes of +raffic to Se.-f
the van into the breakdown lane. But in the spot
where we ?uHeJ over, there was a broken bottle,

and we rolled rr's}ﬁ over it.

We got ovt of the car so we could c}mhse the

tire. Dad ::-Pehe& the back hatch to find his Jnck,
but uhfar‘i‘uhai’d?t T had +aken i+ out before we
lef+ for +he trip to make room for m?l PILLOW.

T}‘.E nhly ‘1'!'\[713 we coul& t.Jm at ‘l'}m'l' ?aih‘l' was wait
{or hth ‘o come.
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E.veh-fua'll)f, a car ?uﬂed over behind us, but when
i+ got closer T knew we were in b.’S trouble.

I‘l‘ was d Pur?lt Var.,

T ﬁ'ﬂured the Beardos m;3h+ -hy to ram us with
their car, so T braced for impact. But the van
slowed down, and when the doors o?ahad, i+

wash + +he Beardos at ALL.

I'I' was Prtﬂ'}/ obvious ‘t‘hd.‘l' w}mt‘urzr +]hf:5t 34.:7’5
were, 'H‘\t?’ were here to HELP.

210



But ‘H‘\E}{ didn+ s?euk E.hglish, So we were Buvihs
trouble cornrnuhica-hhs with them. Mom and Dad
tried to act out what was wrong with the car, and
IJM sure the two 5u7$ '1'}\ou3h+ m?( ?areh-fs had

Then Mahh?‘ sur?n'se& EVERYONE b}( spenkihg
in perfect Spanish.

SALUDOS, AMIGOS.
GRACIAS POR PARAR ' ©
A AYUDARNOS. o
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The conversation between Manhy and the two
9uys lasted a long time, so T -Fisur‘e.d Mdhh?*
was explaining ever}'-l'hihg that had happened on
our '1'r'i?.

He mustve done a soocl Jcb mnkihs +he su?xs feel
Sc:rr?l for us, because the next +hih3 7ou knew,
-H\:PJ were o#&rfhs vs a RIDE. Ahd Ilm \‘\d??)! +to
say their air-cnhdi-h'chihg worked GREAT,

I TU CORAZON CANTA
J PARA MI,MI AMOR JJ

'I. ‘I'i\ink we nssuntc{ H‘\:Se 3“}’5 were ‘1'nk-'hs us to

a mecha\"ﬁc or sar-v:'l'\‘\ihs, but we were wrohg.

212



We shouldve realized that if MANNY was the one

ciafns all +he +n|kih5, wed end up going where HE
wanhted +o 9p-

ILALL I LAINYLD

PETTING Z0OO

Sﬂday.

Like T said before, Mom was ris}ﬁ about Pigs
beihs smar+. She had it house-trained within a
week, and the pig even knows a few tricks ulreu&f.

M}J ohi)l real camp|dih+ is that now T never get a
chance to watch rn?‘ shows on TV, becauvse the ?'-5
has fisure& out how to use the remote.
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But T'm gonna let that go, because T dont want
to get bit a second Hime.

T+'s +aken a while for evaryﬂ'\ihg to Se-l' back +o
normal after the trip. Dad had to take a few
more cln?ls off work 4o cancel all his credit cards

nhcl 3e+ hew ohes.

And tomorrow Mom and Dad are suP?osc& to go
out and get hew drivers licenses and ?hohes.

214



Our minivan's been at the mechanic since it was
towed. We gave +he BOAT +o the drivers who
heiPecl us out as a wnf of Sd.)dhs thanks, which

was actually Moms svaaestion.
Y 39

Mom's been saying +hat even -I‘]'\uugh our trip
didn+ 90 +he way we ?hhhﬁ&, it was still an
adventure. She's been wor‘kiha on an article to
send in to "anily Frolic” that T Sr:n'ousl)f ho?e
does NOT get ?UHJS}\E&.

Moms also been mnkihﬁ a Scrannnk, and sht asked
e‘u’try'oh: +o contribute a souvenir to Pu+ Ihside.

215



T was going ﬂ\rousl'\ the clothes T wore on the
+ri?, and when T Picl’.e& up-my shorts, somaﬂ'\ihs
small fell out onto +he floor.

T+ was the KEY from Seak Central.

%%ﬁ&

T couldnt believe T had +he l:ey all aiuhs. T4
turns ovt T was wrong about the locker number.
But T should get SOME credit for btihs CLOSE.

Now +’nn+ I \'\d'ufc *I'}u: L:c?! R I have a +ou3}~.
decision o make. I..'} feels like a page from one of

+those Choose Your Own Adventure books.
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T -Fisure T have three basic choices: One, T

can tell Mom and Dad the truth and deal with
the consequences. Two, T can plant the kn:?' in
RODRICK'S &u‘*\'?f lnuhclr?! and let HIM +ake

the blame. Or three, T can flush +he k:y down the
+oilet and -Forgrl' +his whole *I'Hhs ever \HnPPeht&.

2

S | L eIt

There’s a fourth option that involves +he P9
but T havent worked out the details of THAT
one 7e-|‘.

But likc I Sm'& before ’ w}ucnﬂer I ]hn'u': a
difficult choice o make, T nlwd.?«s seem o ?ick
'I"ne wrohg ohe. ;‘:\hd w\‘\ichﬂr:r wn?l 'I: g0 hcr:, s
hard +o see +his s+ary ’nu\rihs a \-\n???z ehdfhg.
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A family road trip is supposed to
be a lot of fun'. . . unless, of
course, you're the Heffleys. The
journey starts off full of promise,
then quickly takes several wrong
turns. Gas_station bathrooms,
crazed seagulls, a fender bender,
and a runaway pig—not exactly
Greg Heffley's idea of a good
time. But even the worst road
trip can turn inte an adventure—
and this is one the Heffleys won't
soon forget.

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,

and # 1 New York Times bestsellers:

“In the publishing world,
Kinney is a rock star.”

—NPR's “Backseat Book Club”

Wimpy Kid is x “One of the most successful
|d domination. children'’s series ever published.”

“Diary r_:f a
bent on wor
_Time magazine —Washington Post

“A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

~School Library Journal




