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SEPTEMBER
TUﬁde¥
First of all, let me get some+¥\ih3 s+rai3¥\+t This
is a JOURNAL, not a diary. T know what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went out to
buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her 4o
get one that didnt say "clio\ry" oh it.

Great. All T need is for some Jerk to catch me
carryihg +\'\is book around and 3e+ +¥\e wrohg idea.

|

The other +}\ih3 T want o clear up ris}ﬁ away
1S +\'\a+ +Hs was MOM’s idea, hot mine.

But if she thinks T'm going o write down m7/
"feelihss" in here or whatever, she's crazy. So
Just don+t expect me o be all “Dear Diaryn +his
and “Dear Diar)/" +hat.



The oh|7/ reason 1. asreeJ to do this at all is
because T fisure later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better +)nih35 to do than
answer Peo‘ale’s s-hqm'd questions all &ay long. So
+his book is gonhnha come in )ndhdy-

HERE'S MY

GREGORY!

WERE YOU

JOURNAL.
TAEI%_(%UL'I)‘S ALWAYS NOW
YOUR SO SMART SHOO,
CHILDHOOD! AND SHOO.
HANDSOME?

Like T said, TN be famous one Jay, but for now
T'm stuck in middle school with a bunch of morons.

MORONS ~

/ =\




Let me just say for the record +hat T think
middle school is the dumbes+t idea ever invented.
You got kids like me who havent hit+ their
srowﬂ\ spurt 7e+ mixed in with +hese gorillas who
need to shave twice a Jo\y.

And then -Hwe)/ wonder w\\y bullyihs is such a bis
Pro{>|em in middle school.

T it was up to me, sracle levels would be based
on \weigh‘h not age. But then dso\ih, T guess
+hat would mean kids like C\wiras GU\)+a would
still be in +he first Srade.




Toc}dy IS ‘H\e first Jo\y of sc"\oo|, dhd rig"\'f how
were Just waiting around for the 4eacher +o \wrry
vp and finish the seating chart. So T fisure& T
mi3¥\+ as well write in this book o pass +he time.

By ‘H’\e wa7/ , let me siVe )/ou some 3004 advice. On
the first c}ay of school, you got o be real careful
where you sit. You walk into +he classroom and Just
Pluhk your stuff down on any old desk and the
hext +)nih3 7/ou know the teacher is 5"‘7"""3_

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOU'RE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hosey in
front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

l_}



Jason Brill came in late and almost sat to m
ris\'vl', but |uckil7/ T s+o?‘>ed that from \\a‘)‘)ehihs
at the last second.

Next \Deriod, 1 should J'us+ sit in the middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in +he
room. But T guess T do ‘H’\d‘h it Jus+ proves
T didn*t learn ahyﬂwihg from last year.

GREG, WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS

NOTE TO
SHELLY?



Man, T don+t know WHAT s up with sirls +hese
Jo\ys. T+ used to be a whole lot simpler back in
e|emeh+ar7/ school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all +the Sirls.

Ahd n +¥\e 1[.'1[+)n sracie, -Hwe fastest runner was
Ronnie McCoy.

a 71, 4
=g tﬁi

Nowadays, it's a whole lot more com\)|ica+ed. Now
i+'s about the kind of clothes you wear or how rich
7/ou are or if 7/ou have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie T"\cCoy are scra+c\'\ih3 +heir
heads wohden’hs what the heck ‘-\o\??ehed.

The mos+ popular boy in my 3rac}e is Bryce

Anderson. The thing that really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into 3:’r|s, but kids like
Br)/ce have oh|7/ come around in the las+ couple

O‘F yea rs.
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:[ remember *\ow Bryce use& to act back in
elemeh+ar7/ school.

I DON'T THINK

GIRLS ARE
STINKY POOS!

GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!

%%‘?@%

But of course how L don+ 3e+ ah credit for
S+lelh3 Wa""'\ ‘I'}\e 3|r|s d“ +hs ‘hme

Like T said, Bryce is the most Vo?ular kid in our
srade, so that leaves all the rest of us quys
scramblms for the other spots.

T‘ne best T can fisure is that T'm somewhere
around 52nd or 53rd most \)0\7U|o\r +his year.
But ‘H‘\e sood news is ‘H‘\a‘f 1m about to move
up ohe spot because Charlie Davies is above me,
and he’s getting his braces next week.




T +r7 to explain all +his ?o\)ulan'-ry stuff +o my
friend Rowley (who s Probo\bly hovering right
around the 150 mark, b}/ +he wa7/), but T +hink
T Jus+ 9oes in ohe ear and out the other with him.

We&hesdax

Toclay we had P)nys Ed, so the first ‘H’\ihs T
did when T got outside was sneak off to +he
basketball court o see if +the Cheese was still
there. And sure enough, it was.




T‘na‘f \Diece of C\-\eese \-\o\s been si++ih3 on ‘H’\e
blo\ck‘fo‘) since las+t spring. T guess it mustVe
JrO\D\)ed out of someone’s sandwich or $ome+¥\ih3.
After o cou‘)le of &ays, the Cheese started getting
all moldy and has+7/. \\\obody would \alc?/ basketball on
+he court where the Cheese was, even +¥\ou3¥\ +hat
was the oh|7/ court that had a hoo? with a net.

Then one Jay, +his kid named Darren Walsh
+ouc)nec} +)ne Q\eese wiﬂ\ Hs fihser, and +)na+’s
what started this +Hh3 called the Cheese Touch.
T+s ’oas;cally like the Cooties. T you get +he
Cheese Touc"\ ) 7/ou’r‘e stuck with it until 7/ou pass

i+ on to someone else.

V. .. o

/// ,ﬁ—%.@* P s
—_ _:A —

The ohly way to protect yourself from the
Cheese Touc(

1S o cross 7/our (ihsers.



But it's not that easy rememberih3 to kee\) your
fihsers crossed eVery moment of +he Jo«)/. T ended
up +a\>ih3 mine +03e+)ner so +)ne>/'c§ s+o\7/ crossed
all the time. T got a D in }\ah&wrﬁihs, but i+
was totally worth .

This one kid named Abe Hall got the Cheese
Touch in A\Dril, and hobody would even come nhear

\\Em for ‘H-\e rest of ‘H’\e year. ﬂ\is summer Abe
moved o\way to California and ook +)ne C)neese

Touch with him.

T Just hoPe someone doesnt start the Cheese
Touc)n up asaih ) because T dont need that kind

of stress in my life anymore.

’ﬂwrsdax

I,m }'\dvihs a serious|7/ \'\ar& +ime se‘i"h'hs used o
the fact that summer is over and T have to 3e+
out of {)ec} eVery morhihs o 90 o sc}'\oo|.

M)/ summer did not exac+|7/ get off to a great
start, thanks +o my older brother Rodrick.
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A couPle of dd)ls into summer Vacation, Rodrick
woke me up in the middle of the hisk'l'. He +old
me 1 s|e\>+ ﬂ\rous*\ H\e w*\ole Summer, but ‘H‘uﬁ
|ucki|7/ T woke vp Just in Fime for the first
day of school.

You mis\'\‘l' ‘H’\ihk I was \Dr‘e‘H')/ &umb for -fd“ihs
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed up in Nis
school clothes and he se+ my alarm clock ahead 4o
make it look like it was the morhing. Plus, he
closed my curtains so T couldnt see +hat i+ was
still dark out.

After Rodrick woke me up, T Jus+ 9ot dressed and

went downstairs +o make myself some breakfast,

like :[ do eVery morhiha on a sc\woo| c}dy.

1



But T guess T must have made a \)re++7/ {)is
racket because the next ﬂ\ihs T knew, Dad was
downstairs, 7/e||ih3 at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morning.

T+ took me a minute to fisure out what the heck
was soihs on.

After T Jic}, T +old Dad that Rodrick had
\Dlayed a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be getting yelled at.

Dad walked down +o the basement to chew
Rodrick out, and I ‘hassed dloha. 1 couldnt
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ what was comihs to him.
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But Rodrick covered vp \-\is tracks \)re++7/ 3004-
Ah& +o this day, T'm sure Dad +hinks Tve 30+

a screw loose or $ome+\'\ih3.

Fridax
Tociay at school we got qssished +o reo\dihs groups.

{ dont come rns)n-l' out and +ell you if you re
n +

Gifted group or +he Easy group, but you
can -ﬁgure it out rua\ﬁ' away ] |ookm3 at the

covers of the books +)ne7/ hand out.
EINSTEIN m | Bink
AS A SAYS

CHILD BOO

)
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